
National Research University 

Higher School of Economics 

As a manuscript 

Ola Bamidele Emmanuel 

Factors for Women of Being Exposed to Intimate Partner Violence in Sub-Saharan 

African Countries 

Thesis Summary for the purpose of obtaining academic degree PhD in 

Sociology 

Academic supervisor 

PhD  in Economics 

Vladimir Kozlov 

Moscow – 2021 



2 
 

Abstract 

Intimate partner violence (IPV) against women is a universal phenomenon with huge adverse 

effects, affecting at least one-third of all ever-partnered women globally, and much more in sub-

Saharan Africa. Understanding, preventing and controlling IPV against women has thus become 

an important target under the Sustainable Development Goal 5 (SDG-5). The fourth target of the 

SDG 5 (precisely, Target 5.4) ratified by many African countries in 2015 specifically sought to 

“Eliminate all forms of violence against all women and girls in the public and private spheres…”. 

However, years after, many women in African societies still continue to experience all forms of 

violence above the global average – including physical, sexual and emotional violence – especially 

those perpetrated by the men in their lives, their intimate male partners or legally married husband. 

The burden of IPVAW is higher in Africa than many regions of the world. The pertinent and 

overarching question therefore is what factors predict male to female violence in intimate 

relationships in sub-Saharan Africa? Put differently, what factors are consistent in leading to or 

contributing to male partner violence against women beyond national boundaries in Sub-Saharan 

African families or intimate heterosexual relationships? This is the central fundamental question 

the current study attempts to answer, with empirical insights across four less-studied sub-Saharan 

African countries, and two central Asian countries (for comparative purposes). The primary goal 

of the current research therefore is to explore, examine and discuss factors consistently predicting 

male-to-female intimate partner violence against women in sub-Saharan African countries. This 

question needed to be answered and therefore was explored in three interrelated subthemes 

developed as arguments in three published original articles by the current author. This research 

report therefore is an agglomeration of three original, interconnected studies involving a total 

sample of 70,887 women (n=27,302) and men (n=43,585) interviewed across six Sub-Saharan 

African (SSA) and central Asian countries. Study 1 examined factors persistent in predicting men’s 

justifications for wife-beating over time and space in the western sub-Saharan African country of 

Ghana. It combines three waves of nationally representative data collected from households across 

Ghana from 2003 to 2014, to examine trends and patterns in men’s acceptance of wife-beating 

over the more than a decade period. The result of this investigation is already published in a Q1 

journal, Journal of Interpersonal Violence (JIV). In Study 2, the research reviewed literature on 

IPVAW and investigated five most reported factors across relevant and competing theories of IPV 



3 
 

against women, to ascertain their consistency in predicting IPVAW beyond national boundaries. 

These are witnessing parental violence, alcohol, relative income/female empowerment, husband’s 

controlling behaviors, and respondent’s individual attitudes towards wife-beating, controlling for 

other less-reported potential confounders. The result is accepted for publication in a Q2 journal - 

Journal of Social Policy Studies (JSPS). In Study 3, the study extended beyond the African shore 

for cultural comparative purposes, and compared factors predicting wife-abuse in Africa’s most 

populated country, Nigeria, with two central Asian countries culturally different, but formally 

close by demographic, religious, and socioeconomic characteristics – Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan. 

The result for the third analysis has also been published, in the Journal of Population and Social 

Studies. The discussion of these papers briefly highlighted currently ongoing arguments on the 

bidirectionality of IPV in intimate relationships, especially in the contexts of the sub-Saharan 

African subcontinent.   Altogether, results from paper 1 revealed a consistent decline in men’s 

justification and tolerance of IPVAW. Wife-beating acceptance declined from 31.7% in 2003 to 

12.4% in 2014, with subnational or regional variations. Multivariate logistic regression models 

confirmed the propositions of the World Society Theory, showing consistent decline in men’s 

acceptance of wife-beating. Similarly, in study 2, across countries, only two factors consistently 

significantly predicted increased IPVAW beyond national boundaries: having a jealous and 

controlling husband as predicted by the gender theorists, and witnessing parental violence where 

father beat mother during childhood, a finding confirming the predictions of the social learning 

theorists. Alcohol abuse increased male partner IPVAW perpetration but not in the Gambia where 

very few (<1.5%) of the respondents drank alcohol. Having high education did not significantly 

reduce the threat of IPVAW perpetration among men at probability value < 0.05. Further, the 

interacted effects of husband’s educational attainment and alcohol consumption behavior shows 

that the effects of alcohol abuse outweigh the effects of educational attainments to predict 

increased risks of IPV, even if husband was well-educated.  Women’s tolerant attitudes towards 

male partner violence also significantly predicted increased likelihood to perpetrate IPVAW 

among men in two-thirds of the countries. Overall, the current study seems to suggest the general 

applicability of the social learning theory, gender theory and world society theory in the sub-

Saharan African contexts. Consequently, policy recommendations and program intervention 

designs targeting the elimination of all forms of violence against all women in private spheres in 

tandem with the SDG-5 (target 5.2) by relevant stakeholders (governmental and non-governmental 



4 
 

organizations) of these African countries, should focus on the resocialization of children from 

abusive homes – to prevent the intergenerational transfers of IPVAW, discourage attitudes 

granting IPV at individual and community levels and control the use of alcohol in every society in 

Africa. Overall, more efforts are needed towards curtailing the problem of intimate partner 

violence against women in these sub-Saharan African countries.  

Keywords: Intimate partner violence against women,  Gender theory, Social learning, Sub-

Saharan Africa 
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RESEARCH DESIGN 

1.1 Statement of Research Problem  

Intimate partner violence against women (IPVAW) is a serious social problem occurring 

among intimate partners across the globe and more rampant in sub-Saharan African countries. 

According to recent estimates by the World Health Organization (2021), nearly one-third (30%) 

of all ever-partnered women have experienced one of severe or less severe physical, sexual or/and 

emotional violence perpetrated by the intimate male partner in their lives (WHO, 2021). However, 

according to the same report, the prevalence rate of IPVAW is higher in Sub-Saharan Africa (WHO 

African region) at 33%, compared to the global average or estimates from other WHO regions 

such as 31% in the WHO Eastern region, 22% in western high-income regions (Europe and North 

America) and 20% in Western Pacific. Thus, the rate of IPVAW is highest in sub-Saharan Africa. 

IPVAW from male partners has resulted in the deaths of numerous female partners, 

claiming about 38% of all non-natural deaths among women (WHO, 2021). IPVAW is also 

associated with varied adverse physical, emotional, socioeconomic, sexual and reproductive 

outcomes (Campbell, 2002; Duvvury et al., 2013). To this end, understanding the prevalence, 

factors and potential preventive mechanisms of IPVAW has become paramount (WHO, 2014; 

Butchart, Mikton, Dahlberg, & Krug, 2015). However, despite the high prevalence of IPVAW in 

Africa, a decade long systematic review of literature on IPVAW from across the globe by Hardesty 

and Ogolsky (2020) reveals that the majority of studies conducted on IPVAW in the last decade 

(2010-2020) have originated mostly from more advanced and developed countries of Europe, 

Australia and Northern America, very few have focused on women’s IPV plights in sub-Saharan 

Africa (Hardesty & Ogolsky. 2020). With high levels of IPVAW in poorer Africa (Cools & 

Kotsadam, 2017; Heise & Kotsadam, 2015), there is need to focus more attention on Africa’s IPV 

situation. This paper therefore primarily concerns itself with IPV situation in the African context, 

attempting to answer an overarching question: what factors consistently explain male-to-female 

(MTF) intimate partner violence beyond national and cultural boundaries in Africa? Put 

differently, what factors are consistent in predicting instances of IPVAW1 across the selected Sub-

Saharan African Countries? As a secondary interest, the study also examines factors consistently 

 
1 IPVAW refers to Intimate Partner Violence Against Women, from their male partners. 
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associated with men’s acceptance of wife-beating over a time period using multiple-waves of 

nationally representative cross-sectional data.   

To answer this overarching question, this research employed secondary, quantitative, 

nationally-representative data from the Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS) of four sub-

Saharan African countries: the Gambia, Ghana, Nigeria, and, Sierra Leone to examine the 

prevalence of male-to-female (MTF) IPV as well as factors consistent in predicting male-to-female 

partner violence. The study also examined trends and patterns in men’s acceptance and 

justification of wife-beating in more than a decade period.  

1.2 Literature Review 

The question, “what factors are associated with men’s acceptance and actual perpetration 

of male-to-female (MTF) IPV?”2 has received more attention than studies focusing of female-to-

male violence. Notwithstanding, in many studies focusing on MTF IPV, some of their results have 

often been contested, conflicting and inconsistent (Goode, 1971; Dobash & Dobash, 1979; Yllo, 

1993; Anderson, 1997; Kaukinen 2004; Atkinson, Greenstein & Lang, 2005; Loseke, 2005; Vyas 

& Watts, 2009; Pierotti, 2013; Oyediran, 2016; Cools & Kotsadam, 2017). This study limits itself 

to a few sociological theories of IPVAW, show their inconsistencies, and attempts to apply them 

to the African situation. 

 

1.2.1 The Socioecological model of IPV 

The socioecological model of Heise (1998) posits the multilayered and multilevel nature of IPV 

and orients us to examine the multiple levels of IPVAW in our quest for better understanding of 

the phenomenon. Several interrelated levels of IPV-predictive factors have been identified and 

requires in-depth investigation. These include the personal (education, age, employment, income, 

individual attitudes towards IPV, gender ideology), interpersonal (spousal relative power 

dynamics e.g., relative age, relative education, relative income), household (poverty, religious 

practices, type of marital union), community (type of residence e.g. urbanization) and larger 

society (social policies and services related to IPV) level factors. From the foregoing, the current 

study will examine multiple levels of IPV as potential predictors of IPVAW in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

 
2 Loseke (2005) has noted that as a multilevel phenomenon, estimating IPV “correlates” is more visible than 

potentially problematic claims of IPV “causality”. 
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It will specifically begin with factors encouraging or associated with men’s acceptance of IPVAW 

over a considerable period. Then, it will extend into examining various multilayered factors 

predicting actual IPV perpetration among men.  

  

1.2.2 The Gender theory of IPV 

Perhaps one of the most popular explanations of male-to-female violence have come from 

the feminist scholars (Dobash & Dobash, 1979; Yllo, 1993; Johnson, 2001). These have long 

focused on the role patriarchy, patriarchal culture, structures and attitudes play in motivating MTF 

violence. They argue that supported by patriarchal ideologies, structures and culture, men employ 

violence only as a continued manifestation of their tactics to dominate and control women in 

intimate relationships. Johnson (2001) for instance argued that controlling for other factors 

contributing to MTF IPV, men’s attitudes towards violence against women remained the most 

significant predictor of MTF IPV in Canada (Johnson, 2001, p 1). To these scholars therefore, 

males employ IPVAW to prove or assert their masculine identity. However, when tested in Russia, 

men’s gender attitudes failed to predict MTF IPV (Cubbins & Vannoy. 2005). With such 

inconsistent findings, the attendant question is whether men’s attitudes towards IPVAW (used as 

a proxy for men’s gender attitudes3) consistently predicts actual instances of MTF IPV beyond 

national boundaries in African countries, controlling for other potential confounders.  

An extension of the gender theory has focused on the effects of patriarchal dominance, that 

is, husband’s manifestation of controlling behaviors, on his likelihood to perpetrate violence 

against women (Antai, 2011; Johnson, 2001). In consonance with the esoteric propositions of the 

gender theorists (Dobash & Dobash, 1979; Yllo, 1993), Antai (2011) and Johnson (2001) have 

found that husbands who manifest controlling behaviors such as being “jealous if wife talks with 

other men”, husbands who accuse wife of marital unfaithfulness, refuse to permit her to meet her 

friends, try to restrict her movement and contact with friends and family, or insist on knowing 

wife’s whereabouts at all times, et cetera – were, compared to non-controlling men, more likely to 

perpetrate violence against their wife. Such extension will be tested in the current study to see if 

 
3 For studies using DHS data, testing the gender theory of IPV usually involves using attitudes towards IPVAW as a 

proxy for gender attitudes as DHS did not collect any data on actual gender attitudes (see Cools & Kotsadam, 2017, 

and, Uthman et al., 2009 for more information). 
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the gender theory of IPV consistently predicts men’s perpetration of violence against women 

beyond national boundaries in the selected African countries.  

The gender theory of IPV may be well suited to explain the problem of IPVAW across 

several patriarchal African societies. Like most other regions in the world, most African societies 

are patriarchal in setting and social organization – men are socially regarded as superior to women 

and are given unequal opportunities. Especially beginning from cradle, a male child is often 

considered more valuable and honorable to the family than females. Other manifestations of 

gender inequality have been documented by the OECD Development Center (2021) to include 

inheritance inequality (where male children have higher rights to inherit parental and family wealth 

than their female siblings), denial from land ownership rights, early marriage (premised on the 

ideology that female children are solely reared for marriage and husband satisfaction), female 

genital mutilation, unequal access to reproductive resources, and various forms of gender-based 

violence (OECD Development Center, 2021). Such discriminatory treatments of women, 

including male-partner violence against women are common occurrences in patriarchal societies 

and manifest in various prevalent levels across various societies in Africa (Oyediran, 2021; Cools 

& Kotsadam, 2017; Heise & Kotsadam, 2015). 

A major criticism of the gender theory of IPV however is its inattention to the 

bidirectionality of intimate partner violence, that is possibility of female-to-male IPV (FTM IPV), 

other than in cases of female revenge of husband’s previous aggression (Straus, 2004; Loseke, 

2005; Dasgupta, 2001). By usually focusing on micro ethnographic details of violence against 

women, often using data of previous victims of IPV from shelter homes, or official records, the 

gender theory has also been criticized for endogeneity or overreporting bias. Notwithstanding, the 

theory has received popular supports especially in feminist literature and was tested in the current 

study for its IPV-predictive accuracy beyond national boundaries in across several African 

societies.   

1.2.3 The Standard Resource Theory of IPV 

Advancing beyond the propositions of the gender theorists, family violence theorists such 

as Goode (1971) have argued the role of structural factors such as household poverty and 

unemployment on MTF IPVAW. Known as the Standard resource theory (SRT), this theory 

argues that it is particularly because poor men have no other means (material or financial) of 
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seeking compliance or cooperation from their female partners that they employ violence or the use 

of physical force against her. This theory therefore in consequence overrules any criminal 

intentionality to perpetrate IPVAW. Heise & Kotsadam’s (2015) study among 44 countries seems 

to provide reliable empirical support, as countries with lower levels of economic developments 

manifested higher tendencies and prevalence of IPVAW. However, a study by Bamiwuye and 

Odimegwu (2014) contends that the relationship is not linear. Contrary to expectations, MTF IPV 

was more pronounced in rich households in Zambia and Mozambique. Thus, more cross-country 

studies are needed to examine this relationship in other settings. 

 

1.2.4 The Relative Resource Theory of IPV  

Finally, beyond individual-level attitudes and household-level poverty, another theory – 

the Relative resource theory (RRT) has argued the influence of male-to-female relative resources 

as a predictor of MTF IPV (Anderson, 1997). The RRT posits that men perpetrate violence against 

women not solely because they have tolerant attitudes towards IPV (as posited by the gender 

theorists), nor because they are poor (as posited by the SRT), but because women manifest higher 

socioeconomic status than their male partner (Anderson, 1997). Women who manifest higher 

resources relative to their male partners are more victims of IPVAW (Anderson, 1997; Aizer, 

2010). An empirical study by Aizer (2010) claimed to have found a linear relationship between 

gender wage gap favoring women and men’s propensity to perpetrate IPVAW in California. 

Empirical studies by Antai (2011) in Nigeria, Weitzman (2014) in India, and Kaukinen (2004) in 

Canada, all seemed to lend credence to this theory. However, when tested in Russia (Cubbins & 

Vannoy. 2005), and the Philippines (Hindin & Adair, 2002), the relative resource theory failed to 

return a significant relationship. Thus, the question is, beyond national studies, how consistent is 

relative resource theory in explaining male-to-female IPV in sub-Saharan African countries? 

1.2.5 The Social Learning Theory of IPV 

Originally propounded by Bandura (1973) to explain social behavior and applied to the 

study of crime and criminal behavior by Akers (1998) and others, the social learning theory (SLT) 

proposes that behavior, including men’s perpetration of intimate partner violence against women, 

is not innate, but learnt. IPV behaviors are learnt by observing and modeling oneself after the 

exemplary behaviors of others whom one considers significant and/or influential enough to pattern 



10 
 

one’s own behavior after. A good example is children upholding their parent’s ideology and 

patterning their lives and behaviors after theirs. Thus, the social learner both accepts the covert 

(unmanifested) motivations or ideologies of the significant other(s), e.g., parental attitudes or 

actual performance of violence against women (Mihalic & Elliott, 1997). Testing the SLT, several 

empirical studies have shown, in support, that witnessing parental violence in which father abused 

mothers during childhood increased people’s proclivity to perpetrate or experience IPV during 

adulthood (Avakame, 1998; Islam, Rahman, et al., 2017). This is because boys who witnessed 

father’s aggression towards mother might justify wife-beating and thereby perpetrate it in 

adulthood. Similarly, a woman who witnessed her father beat her mother might develop tolerant 

attitudes towards IPVAW, normalize it and/or even fail to report abuse. Thus, consequently, such 

as a learner might be a perpetual victim of cycles of abuse from husband or male partner. The 

question relevant for the current study therefore is whether witnessing parental violence during 

childhood consistently increased women’s risks of being in abusive relationships consistently 

across the selected African countries? 

1.2.6 Other factors identified in previous literature 

Other factors predicting MTF IPV have been identified in previous literature that will be 

tested in the current research. For instance, several studies have found that alcohol abuse among 

men is a strong risk factor of MTF IPV (Leonard, 2005; Parker and Auerhahn, 1998; Foran & 

O’Leary, 2008; Abramsky et al.,  2011), although this position has also been strongly contested 

(Zubretsky & Digirolamo, 1996; Johnson, 2001; Kantor & Straus, 2017). A number of studies 

have also found that having higher (secondary or post-secondary) educational attainment is 

negatively associated with men’s likelihood to perpetrate IPVAW (Jewkes, 2002; García-Moreno 

et al., 2005; Tranchant & Müller, 2017). Nevertheless, the relevant questions drawn from previous 

studies is whether husband’s alcohol abuse consistently explains MTF IPV in African countries 

and whether attaining high education actually debars men from perpetrating IPVAW in sub-

Saharan Africa? The current studies further examines the interacted effects of husband’s alcohol 

abuse (a predictive factor) and his educational attainment (a restraining factor) on his proclivity to 

perpetrate IPVAW? These questions are examined as part of the overarching goal of the current 

study. 

1.2.7 World Society Theory [WST] and Men’s Attitudes towards IPVAW 
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As a secondary interest, we investigate trends, patterns and predictors of changes in men’s 

attitudes towards IPVAW. We specifically asked whether justification of IPVAW is on a decline, 

in consonance with the predictions of the world society theorists? As noted by proponents of the 

world society theorists (Meyer et al., 1997) and confirmed by Pierotti (2013) among women in 23 

developing countries, and Oyediran (2016) among women in Nigeria, it is expected that as nations 

grow and attempt to assimilate various development agendas, more people will increasingly 

become less likely to justify IPVAW. The theory argues that since all nation-states are members 

of international organizations and often signatories to conventions proscribing forms of violence 

against women (e.g. CEDAW – The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 

Discrimination against Women) and promoting substantive equality (e.g. SDG 5 – gender 

equality), more people will embrace these resolutions globally, and the result will be large and 

rapid decline in proportion of people justifying IPVAW. The activities of localized non-

governmental organizations in driving the message of international ideologies to individuals have 

also been identified (Pierotti, 2013). Using three waves of IPVAW, Oyediran (2016) found a 

decline in the proportion of women justifying wife-beating in Nigeria by 2013 compared to 10 

years earlier in 2003. A survey of current literature shows a scarcity of studies investigating trends 

and patterns in men’s attitudes towards IPVAW in a similar fashion to Pierotti’s (2013) and 

Oyediran’s (2016) studies among women. For an understanding of the impact of development on 

men’s attitudes towards IPV, the current research therefore attempted to cover this gap in literature. 

1.3 Research questions and the novelty of the paper 

The current study is novel in a number of ways and also has implications for policy 

recommendations beyond national boundaries across Africa. First, while the pursuit of the African 

Union has been the elimination of all forms of violence against women and girls in all member-

states in consonance with the universal recommendations of the United Nations, most of the 

previous studies on IPVAW in Africa have been nationally based, they tend to analyze only one 

country at a time. Various studies employed different methodologies and dissimilar data that 

almost makes the comparison of the national results technically impossible. The inconsistencies 

and sometimes contradictory results found in the content of previous literature further adds 

credence to this assertion. To this end, a new study that cuts across different African countries, 

using similar internationally comparable data and uniform methodology such as done in the current 

study became direly needed. The goal of the current study was to reveal factors that consistently 
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predict or explain the menace of violence against women beyond national boundaries in selected 

African countries. Again, further adding to the cross-country novelty of the study is the trend study 

approach employed to understand why men consistently justify wife-beating over a considerable 

period of time – using multiple cross-sectional data collected within the same territories and 

regions over a considerable period of more than a decade in Ghana. Overall, the current study adds 

to previous knowledge in the literature by testing various theories and revealing factors that 

consistently predict (or protect women from) violence against women beyond national boundaries 

in Africa. 

From the foregoing therefore, the following are the research questions which this project 

work attempted to answer. With the central question of interest being “what factors are consistent 

in predicting men’s perpetration of IPVAW beyond national boundaries in sub-Saharan African 

countries?”, and following the multiple level factors proposed by the socioecological model of 

Heise (1998) earlier discussed, we further asked five interrelated questions, First, with reference 

to the gender theory of MTF IPV, we ask whether personal factors such as men’s individual 

attitudes towards IPVAW is a consistent predictor of men’s perpetration of IPVAW beyond 

national boundaries in African countries, controlling for other potential confounders? Second, with 

reference to the standard resource theory, we ask whether situational factors such as household 

poverty consistently predicts male-to-female in African countries? Third, with reference to the 

proposition of the relative resource theory, we ask if interpersonal factor such as female’s higher 

resources (e.g., relative income) is a consistent predictor of MTF IPV in the selected African 

countries? Fourth, we ask whether alcohol is a strong predictor of MTF IPV in Africa and to what 

extent do men’s level of education and alcohol consumption behavior interact to predict or restrain 

them from IPV perpetration against women? Finally, we ask whether men’s justification of 

IPVAW is on a decline in conformity with the world society theorists’ predictions and what factors 

are associated with such decline? 

 

1.3.1 Aims and Objectives 

The overall aim of this research work is to identify common and specific factors associated with 

or explaining male-to-female intimate partner violence in Africa. The following are the specific 

objectives. 
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1. To describe the prevalence of tolerance towards IPVAW and its actual IPVAW 

occurrences within the 12 months preceding the survey in each selected country. 

2. To examine the roles of poverty in predicting instances of MTF IPV beyond national 

boundaries in the selected African countries, as proposed by the standard resource theorists. 

3. To identify the contributions of people’s acceptance or justification of IPV and other 

patriarchal (husband) control behaviors on actual MTF IPV performance beyond national 

boundaries in the selected African countries, following the predictions of the gender 

theorists. 

4. To investigate whether male-to-female relative resources (income) is a consistent predictor 

of MTF in the selected African countries, following the propositions o the relative resource 

theorists. 

5. To explain trends, patterns and predictors of men’s justification of wife-beating in Africa, 

with insights from Ghana, over a period of ten years, from 2003 to 2014, using the world 

society theory’s perspective. 

1.3.2 Hypothesis  

Based on the literatures reviewed and subsequent research questions above, we hypothesize that: 

1. Women’s experience of each of the following three variables: (i) witnessing parental 

violence during childhood, (ii) having tolerant attitudes towards IPVAW, and, (iii) having 

a husband who manifests controlling behaviors; will each consistently predict increased 

risk of MTF IPVAW among women with such characteristics, compared to women who 

do not have them. 

2. Men in poor homes will be consistently more likely to perpetrate IPVAW compared to 

their counterparts in rich households. 

3. Across countries, women who earn more income than husband will be more likely to 

experience IPV from him compared to women who earn lower income than husband. 

4. (a) Men who drink alcohol will be more likely to perpetrate IPVAW compared to their 

counterparts who do not use alcohol. 

(b) While high educated men may be less likely to perpetrate MTF IPV and those who 

drink alcohol more likely to perpetrate MTF IPV, the effect of alcohol use will neutralize 

the effects of educational restraints so much that high educated men who drink alcohol will 



14 
 

be more likely to perpetrate IPVAW compared to their counterpart who do not drink 

alcohol4. 

5. (a) In conformity with the world society theory (Meyer et al., 1997; Pierotti, 2013), more 

men will become less likely to justify IPVAW over successive years. 

(b) Following the multilevel prescription of the ecological model of Heise (1998), as 

modeled in Takyi and Mann (2006) and Oyediran (2016), we hypothesized that “certain 

personal factors (age, education, access to the media), interpersonal/household-level 

factors (household wealth), and community-level factors (urbanization) would be 

consistently negatively associated with men’s acceptance of wife-beating in each 

wave” (Ola, 2020). 

1.3.3 Scope and limitations of research 

While the current study derives much relevance and significance for examining various aspect of 

male-to-female beyond national boundaries in Africa, it has a few limitations. First is the time 

constraints. Owing to time and resource constraints, it was not possible to investigate each of the 

research questions and hypotheses in many countries beyond the selected four African countries 

at bivariate and multivariate levels. Second, as the current study is quantitively inclined, it was not 

possible to provide detailed qualitative, ethnographic, cultural context-specific explanations, on 

how the variables tested in this research either lead to or protect from IPV. Third, as we use cross-

sectional data, we could not claim causality, but correlation. Longitudinal data may be needed for 

identification of causality. Again owing limitation of DHS data, it was not possible to access the 

effects of gender attitudes on IPV, instead we used attitudes IPVAW as a proxy. Fourth, 

information about violence was reported only by women, the DHS data employed did not collect 

data about IPV perpetration or victimization from men. Fifth, there was potential problem of 

underreporting. This consistently calls for caution in most IPV studies. Victims of IPV may be 

unwilling to discuss their IPV experiences with “strangers” (researchers), irrespective of the 

latter’s interrogative prowess. Thus, underreporting bias may affect the prevalence as well as the 

 
4 This is the main argument of an original research article by the current author, titled, “The Nexus of a Husband’s 

Educational Status in Conjunction with Alcohol Consumption on His Tendency to Commit Domestic Violence toward 

Female Partners in Nigeria, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan” published by the Journal of Population and Social Studies, 

Volume 26 Number 4, October 2018: 281 – 304; DOI: 10.25133/JPSSv26n4.020. Accessible at https://so03.tci-

thaijo.org/index.php/jpss/article/view/119338/110221  

https://so03.tci-thaijo.org/index.php/jpss/article/view/119338/110221
https://so03.tci-thaijo.org/index.php/jpss/article/view/119338/110221
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coefficients of estimations. Finally, due to low percentage of women who reported female-to-male 

IPV across countries and the time constraints, the current study could not fully examine the 

prevalence and predictors of female-to-male (FTM) IPV across the selected African countries. 

Mention is made however to preliminary findings on the bidirectionality of IPV in some of the 

African countries studies in the discussion section. 

 

2. METHODOLOGY 

The current study employs the quantitative method of research, borrowing secondary, 

nationally representative data from four (4) sub-Saharan African countries and two Asian 

countries: Gambia, Ghana, Nigeria, and Sierra Leone; Krygyz Republic and Tajikistan5. 

2.1. Study setting 

All the countries studied in this research work rank among the low- and middle-income 

countries, ranging from $1,620 (USD) year 2014 GNI per capita in the Gambia to $ 5,600 (USD) 

in Nigeria, for the same year (Population Reference Bureau, 2014). Among these, Ghana ranked 

highest in human development with a HDI of 0.611 (United Nations Development Programme, 

2020). These countries can all be regarded as patriarchal in setting, with varied levels of saliency 

(Connelly & Barriteau, 2000). In most African societies, there are strong attachments to traditional 

gender ideology of male superiority, female’s inferiority, husband’s supremacy and final say over 

household decision-making, and in many of these societies, it is culturally accepted for a man to 

hit his wife as a form of correcting her, if she violates certain traditional gender norms (Oyediran, 

2016; Jakobsen, 2014; Rani, Bonu & Diop-Sidibe, 2004; Uthman et al., 2009). 

Despite popular adherence to traditional gender ideologies however, it is important to state 

that beginning from 1975, African women have been become more visible with increase in 

modernization that set on the continent (Barrett, 1995). In sum, more African women now perform 

three major roles: reproducers (not only biological reproduction of children but also reproduction 

of raw materials into finished goods for family consumption), producers (rural African women 

especially produce food crops, which can be sold at local markets and sometimes collected for 

export such as in the Gambia, while their urban counterparts work in cities – both now earn income 

 
5 In the paper published as “The Nexus of a Husband’s Educational Status in Conjunction with Alcohol Consumption 

on His Tendency to Commit Domestic Violence toward Female Partners in Nigeria, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan”, by 

the current author, the central Asian countries were analyzed for sake of comparison outside of Africa. 

https://so03.tci-thaijo.org/index.php/jpss/article/download/119338/110221
https://so03.tci-thaijo.org/index.php/jpss/article/download/119338/110221
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in their own rights) and community managers (where women contribute to local and grassroot 

developments, participate in grassroot party politics and work predominantly as community 

cleaners) (Barrett, 1995). With closing gender gaps in education, employment and income during 

and at the aftermath of the Millennium Development Goals, and under the current Sustainable 

Development Goals towards gender equality and increased women empowerment, more women 

in the late 20th and early 21st centuries have become increasingly more likely to embrace egalitarian 

gender views and possess about same or higher socioeconomic statuses and resources than their 

male counterparts. With propositions from theories such as the gender theory,  relative resource 

theory, among others, it is not clear what factors consistently predicts MTF IPV across selected 

African countries. Thus, these developments provide the bases to examine the various MTF IPV 

hypotheses stated in the current study. 
 

2.2. Selection of empirical data  

Given the sensitive nature of the current topic of interests, that is, intimate partner 

violence against women, data unavailability has been one of the major barriers confronting 

thorough research and effective recommendations necessary to address the menace in Africa. 

Notwithstanding, with the introduction of the nationally representative Demographic and Health 

Surveys (DHS) across most developing countries and the subsequent inclusion of the domestic 

violence module which employs international standardized questionnaires in its data collection, 

the DHS domestic violence data has become one of the foremost and most reliable data sources in 

the study of intimate partner violence against women in Africa. It is instructive to note however 

that despite the international standardization of the DHS questionnaires across countries, some 

DHS questionnaires are usually slightly or largely modified to reflect local conditions or needs. 

Consequently, while the DHS data on domestic violence can be used to reflect certain aspects of 

cultural practices that favor or proscribes male partner violence against women, other aspects can 

be used to adequately examine the extent of similarities and dissimilarities in the empirical 

situations of IPVAW across participating countries, such as done in the current study. This 

allowance makes the DHS data theoretically and empirical suitable for the current study. The goal 

of the current study was to identify and discuss factors consistently associated with male partner 

violence against women beyond national boundaries across African countries. Thus, following 

previous studies therefore (see Pierotti, 2013; Heise and Kotsadam, 2015; Oyediran, 2016; Cools 

and Kotsadam, 2017, for examples), the current study also employed nationally representative 
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demographic and health survey data collected in each of the African countries of interest. Again, 

these data perfectly fit the purpose of the current study since they were collected using 

internationally standardized and comparable questionnaires with similar variables uniformly 

defined.  

In this case African countries selected for analyses in the current study were selected based 

on availability of Domestic Violence (DV) module data in their standard DHS and similarity in 

historical background and national developmental trajectories. For instance, all the countries – the 

Gambia, Nigeria, Sierra Leone and Ghana – had strong historical similarities being all former 

British colonies in Africa, and currently had bear relics of their colonial past. Again, all currently 

subscribe to the democratic system of government and its attendant rules of law which theoretically 

protects the rights and interests of every citizen under the law. Aside these, the two central Asian 

countries – Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan – analyzed in the third study for comparative purposes6. 

 The Demographic and Health Survey (DHS) data employed in the current study were 

sponsored by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and are publicly 

available online upon request at www.dhsprogram.com. The DHS is usually conducted every five 

by the highest statistical body or local (national) population commission in each participating 

country, sometimes with technical assistance from international organizations such as the ICF 

International. With the exception of Ghana (where the current author traced trends and patterns in 

men’s IPV attitudes between 2003 to 2014), all the DHS data employed in the current study were 

collected between 2012 and 2013. In all DHS countries, quantitative data were collected from 

eligible, nationally representative, samples using internationally standardized questionnaires that 

allow for international data comparison between countries. 

 

 

2.2.1 Sampling Procedures 

DHS is usually household based survey and elicit responses from eligible women aged 15-

49 and men aged 15-59 in each eligible and selected household. Sampling procedure usually 

involve a multi-stage cluster sampling procedure in which the entire sampling area is delineated 

into clusters out of which enumeration areas (EAs) and primary sampling units (PSU) are selected.   

 
6 For more details please follow the original paper by the author. 

http://www.dhsprogram.com/
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2.2.2 Ethical Consideration 

This study employed secondary open-access data with all personal identification removed 

(Uthman et. Al, 2009). Following the World Health Organization’s (2001) ethical recommendation 

for collecting data on domestic violence victimization, all interviews were conducted in absolute 

privacy by research teams in each country. Where privacy could not be ensured, the interviews are 

usually discontinued, suspended or cancelled. To ensure secrecy of DV interviews, the DV module 

is usually administered last after the general DHS questionnaire and only one woman is usually 

selected and interviewed per eligible household. Finally, all research subjects were made to give 

an informed consent before commencing the interview.   

2.3 Contribution to the discussion of the problem in existing literature 

This study heuristically adds to current literature in the following ways. First, it reveals 

factors that consistently predicts IPVAW beyond national boundaries. Second, unlike previous 

inattention to testing the relative effects of various competing theoretical propositions in a single 

model of IPVAW, the current study investigates the empirical accuracy and consistency of 

competing theories of MTF IPV in Africa (research objectives 1-4). Third, hitherto, scarcely had 

any study in the literature ever explicitly investigated trends and patterns of changes in men’s 

attitudes towards wife-beating in Africa in any context despite data availability (research objective 

5). It should be mentioned that the result of objective 5 also was prepared as an article, peer 

reviewed (double-blind), accepted and published in a top-ranked (Q1) journal – the Journal of 

Interpersonal Violence (JIV)7. Similarly, the findings for parts of objectives 1 to 4 have also been 

peer-reviewed and accepted for publication (Journal of Social Policy Studies8, Q2). Other relevant 

results related to objective 1 have been published by the Journal of Population and Social Studies, 

here https://so03.tci-thaijo.org/index.php/jpss/article/download/119338/110221. In all, the 

findings of these studies have been published in three different well-cited high-ranked journals. 

While studies of intimate partner violence against women especially in the African context 

abound and most have been nationally-based and one-time (cross-sectional) in design. Despite 

 
7 The research output is published under the title “What Factors Are Associated With Recent Changes in Men’s 

Attitudes Towards Intimate Partner Violence Across Regional, Rural, and Urban Spaces of Ghana? Findings From 

Three Waves of Ghana National Surveys From 2003 to 2014”- https://doi.org/10.1177/0886260520974070.  

8 The Journal of Social Policy Studies (JSPS) is a Q2 journal that engages discussions on contemporary issues relevant 

for social policy. See https://www.scimagojr.com/journalsearch.php?q=11600153627&tip=sid&clean=0.  

https://so03.tci-thaijo.org/index.php/jpss/article/download/119338/110221
https://doi.org/10.1177/0886260520974070
https://www.scimagojr.com/journalsearch.php?q=11600153627&tip=sid&clean=0
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data availability, previous studies have not only been inattentive examining factors consistent in 

predicting male-to-female IPVAW beyond national boundaries, testing current theories 

systematically in the same model, they have also paid little to no attention to understanding factors 

supporting or discouraging men’s (perpetrator’s) justification of wife-beating over a considerable 

period of time. At the time of print of the study depicted as study 3 in the journal of interpersonal 

violence, scarcely had any study in the literature investigated trends, patterns and predictors of 

changes in men’s  attitudes towards wife-beating.  Identifying these two large gaps in the literature, 

the current study first employed and comparatively analyzed three independent DHS data from 

three sub-Saharan African countries using forward stepwise multivariable logistic regression 

models. In each model, the effects of competing theories were identified and overall compared in 

the final analysis. For the second lacuna identified, three waves of cross-sectional data collected 

in one African country (Ghana) between 2003 and 2014 were employed, pooled and analyzed to 

both identify the period effects of each of the variables of interests on changes in men’s attitudes 

towards wife-beating. This was novel in the study of men’s attitudes towards violence against 

women in sub-Saharan Africa. Each wave data was also further analyzed independently to identify 

the effect of currently prevalent socioeconomic conditions on men’s attitudes towards violence 

against women. Taken together, the current study represents one of the pioneering cross-country 

studies testing Western sociological theories of IPV for their relativism in the sub-Saharan African 

context. Similarly, the study doubles as one of the earliest trend studies to examine trends and 

patterns in men’s attitudes towards violence against wife over time in sub-Saharan African region. 

 

3 RESULT 

3.1 Statements to be defended 

The main findings of this research work will now be discussed under each hypothesis using 

univariate, bivariate and multivariable tables, charts and discussions. 

3.1.1 Prevalence of attitudinal justification and actual perpetration of IPVAW 

With reference to the first objective of the current study, Table 1 presents data on the 

prevalence of justification of wife-beating and other key variables of interest in three selected 

countries. Wife-beating justification was high among the three countries – with the exception of 

Nigeria where only one-third of the women justify violence against women, more than half of the 
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respondents in the Gambia (62.4%) and Sierra Leone (69.2%) accepted that it was justified for a 

man to hit a woman for any reason. In Ghana, trends of justification shows that IPV acceptance is 

on a decline. Notwithstanding, across subnational regions, acceptance of IPV was as high as one-

third (36%) in the Upper East region in 2014, having significantly declined from more than half 

(54%) in 2003 in the same region. More information about the trends is provided later under 

relevant section. Overall, actual violence against women was highest in Sierra Leone as about one-

third (34.6%) of the women reported experiencing any form of physical, sexual and/or emotional 

violence form husband or male-partner in the twelve months preceding the survey. It is followed 

by Nigeria (19.2%) and lastly, the Gambia (12.2%). Physical violence was most reported in Sierra 

Leone (27.7%), but emotional violence against women in Nigeria (15.6%) and the Gambia (8.5). 

Although less reported, sexual violence was also rampant in these countries – Sierra Leone (5.5%), 

Nigeria (3.6%) and the Gambia (1.1%). Whether popular justification of IPV led to actual IPV 

perpetration is one of the vital questions explored in this study. 

Table 1 Reporting multivariate logistic regression of 12 months IPVAW (with bivariate 

chi-square frequency, [n (%)]) [Abridged] 

Table 1. Univariate analysis of prevalence of key dependent and independent variables 

 Gambia Nigeria Sierra Leone 

Key variables Freq. % Freq. % Freq. % 

 Respondent’s father ever beat her mother 

 No fdbm 2338 79.2 16267 85.2 1935 52.5 

 Yes fbm 278 9.4 1556 8.2 1084 29.5 

 DK/Missing 337 11.4 1269 6.7 663 18.0 

Woman justified wife-beating       

 None justified 1111 37.6 11772 61.7 1135 30.8 

 Yes justified 1842 62.4 7320 38.3 2547 69.2 

Husband/partner drinks alcohol             

 No alcohol 2920 98.9 15768 82.6 3104 84.3 

 Yes alcohol 33 1.1 3324 17.4 578 15.7 

Husband controlling behaviors       
 No control (0) 1471 49.8 6845 35.9 763 20.7 

 Low control (1) 793 26.9 5178 27.1 578 15.7 

 Moderate (2) 437 14.8 4722 24.7 917 24.9 

 High (3+) 252 8.5 2348 12.3 1424 38.7 

Husband controls (binary)       
 No control 1471 49.8 6845 35.9 763 20.7 

 Yes controls 1483 50.2 12248 64.2 2919 79.3 

Experienced 12 months emotional violence 

 No  2704 91.6 16118 84.4 2909 79.0 

 Yes 250 8.5 2974 15.6 773 21.0 

12 months physical violence       
 No  2764 93.6 17364 91.0 2664 72.4 
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 Yes 189 6.4 1728 9.1 1018 27.7 

12 months sexual violence       
 No  2920 98.9 18409 96.4 3481 94.5 

 Yes 33 1.1 683 3.6 201 5.5 

Physical, sexual and emotional violence (last 12 months) 

 No  2594 87.8 15433 80.8 2410 65.4 

 Yes 360 12.2 3659 19.2 1272 34.6 

 Total (Weighted) 2,953 100 19092 100 3,682 100 

 Total (Unweighted) 3,228 100 20152 100 3,922 100 

Note: fbm – Father beat mother 

 3.1.2 Findings on hypothesis 1 – Given the overarching goal of identifying factors consistent in 

predicting increased MTF IPVAM beyond national boundaries in Africa, and following the 

reviewed theories and expansive empirical literature, the first hypothesis tested whether (i) 

witnessing parental violence during childhood (ii) having tolerant attitudes towards IPVAW or 

justifying IPVAW, and (iii) having a husband who manifests controlling behaviors, consistently 

predict increased MTF IPVAW in Nigeria, the Gambia and Sierra Leone, controlling for other 

factors. As published in Study 2, Table 3 presents the abridged findings of the multivariable 

logistic regression models fitted in adjusted odds ratios. For sake of space and precision, the control 

variables are not presented on the table. 

As shown in Table 2, in all countries studied, witnessing parental violence during childhood (in 

which father beat mother) and having a husband who manifests controlling behavior (patriarchal 

dominance) consistently predicted increased experience of IPV perpetration. While women who 

witnessed parental violence were about 120% more likely to experience IPV in Nigeria and Sierra 

Leone and about 150% more likely in the Gambia (aOR 2.5), compared to their counterparts who 

did not witness parental violence, women whose husband’s manifest patriarchal dominance had 

very high increased odds of IPV victimization. They were about 470% (aOR 5.7, CI 4.3-7.5, 

p<0.001) more likely in Sierra Leone, about 900% in the Gambia (aOR 10.1, CI 6.7-15.3, p < 

0.001), and 1050% (aOR 11.5, CI 9.7 – 13.8, p < .001) in Nigeria. Thus, observed evidence seems 

to support the propositions of the social learning theorists and the gender theory of IPV.  

For women’s tolerant attitudes towards IPVAW, the result partly supports the gender theorists 

hypothesis of a positive relationship between patriarchal attitudes justifying IPVAW on actual IPV 

perpetration, at least in two out of the three countries – in the Gambia (aOR 2.0, CI 1.3-3.1, p < 

0.001) and Nigeria (aOR 1.4, CI 1.3-1.6, p < 0.001). The relationship however is not significant in 

Sierra Leone at p < 0.05. Thus, overall, while witnessing parental violence and husband’s 
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patriarchal dominant behaviors consistently predicted increased IPV perpetration victimization 

among women, attitudes justifying wife-beating was not consistent, but only predicted increased 

IPVAW in two out of the three countries. 

3.1.3 Testing hypotheses 2 – Standard resource theory and MTF IPV 

Following hypothesis 2, we tested whether men in the poorest homes will be consistently more 

likely to perpetrate IPVAW compared to their counterparts in rich households. As shown in Table 

3, having controlled for the effects of other variables, household poverty did not consistently 

significantly predict MFT IPV, except in Nigeria where women in the poorer households were 

about 40% (aOR 1.4, CI 1.3-1.6, p < 0.001) more likely to have experienced IPV victimization, 

but this is compared to the poorest household. Instead, contrary to expectations, Sierra Leonian 

women in the richest households were more likely to have experienced IPV compared to the 

women in the poorest homes. This finding stands in contradistinction to the predicted relationship, 

thus suggesting that the Standard resource theory does not consistently predict MTF IPV in Africa. 

3.1.4 Testing hypotheses 3 – Relative resources theory and MTF IPV 

We tested whether higher female income would predict IPVAW (Hypothesis 3) in the three 

African countries selected. We found that again, the relative resources did not consistently predict 

MTF IPV in the selected African countries (see Table 3). Women who earn more income than 

husband were about 50% more likely to have experienced IPV victimization from him, but this 

was only significant in Nigeria (aOR 1.5, CI 1.1-1.9, p < 0.001). Similarly, earning about the same 

income as husband reduced women’s likelihood to experience IPV (aOR 0.8, CI 0.6-1.0, p < 0.05) 

in Nigeria. In the other countries studied, that is, the Gambia and Sierra Leone, female relative 

income did not significantly predict husband MTF aggression. Taken together, the propositions of 

the relative resource theorists are weakly supported in the current study. 

3.1.5 Testing hypotheses 4(a) – Alcohol Consumption and MTF IPV 

Except in the Gambia where only 1.1% of men drink alcohol, husband’s alcohol consumption 

significantly predicted increase in women’s IPV victimization in the remaining two countries. 

Compared to women whose husband does not drink alcohol, women whose husband drink alcohol 

were about 60% (Sierra Leone) to 90% (Nigeria) more likely to experience IPV victimization. 

Although not consistent in all countries e.g., in the Gambia, alcohol abuse is a significant predictor 

of men’s IPV perpetration in some cultural contexts. In another comparative study involving an 
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African country, Nigeria, and two Asian countries with similar sociodemographic and economic 

compositions, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan, the relationship between men’s alcohol consumption 

and IPVAW perpetration was significant at 95% confidence intervals (see Tables 2, 3a and 3b). 

Table 2 Reporting Adjusted Odds Ratios of Women's Experience of IPV Victimization in the Year Preceding Surveys 

Independent variables Gambia Nigeria Sierra Leone 

Parental violence (FBM) (aORs) (aORs) (aORs) 

No 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 

Yes 2.5*** (1.6 - 4.0) 2.2*** (1.8 - 2.6) 2.2*** (1.8 - 2.8) 

Attitudes towards IPVAW       

Not justified 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 

Justified 2.0** (1.3 - 3.1) 1.4*** (1.3 - 1.6) 1 (0.8 - 1.3) 

Patriarchal dominance       

None 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 

Low (1) 3.4*** (2.3 - 5.0) 2.6*** (2.2 - 3.1) 1.9*** (1.3 - 2.6) 

Moderate (2) 3.9*** (2.4 - 6.6) 4.5*** (3.8 - 5.3) 3.1*** (2.3 - 4.1) 

High (3 or more) 10.1*** (6.7 - 15.3) 11.5*** (9.7 - 13.8) 5.7*** (4.3 - 7.5) 

Household wealth index       

Poorest 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 

Poorer 0.8 (0.5 - 1.1) 1.4** (1.1 - 1.8) 1 (0.8 - 1.3) 

Middle 0.9 (0.6 - 1.6) 1.3 (0.9 - 1.7) 1 (0.7 - 1.3) 

Richer 0.9 (0.5 - 1.8) 1 (0.8 - 1.4) 1.2 (0.9 - 1.6) 

Richest 0.9 (0.4 - 1.9) 1 (0.7 - 1.4) 2.1*** (1.4 - 3.2) 

Relative income       

Woman earns less 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 

About the same 0.7 (0.2 - 2.2) 0.8* (0.6 - 1.0) 1.2 (0.6 - 2.4) 

More than him 0.9 (0.5 - 1.7) 1.5** (1.1 - 1.9) 0.9 (0.6 - 1.5) 

Husband drinks alcohol       

No 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 

Yes 3 (0.5 - 17.1) 1.9*** (1.7 - 2.2) 1.6*** (1.3 - 2.1) 

Woman's age group       

15-24 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 

25-34 1.4 (0.7 - 3.1) 0.9 (0.7 - 1.1) 1.1 (0.7 - 1.8) 

35-44 1.4 (0.4 - 4.4) 0.8 (0.6 - 1.1) 1.1 (0.5 - 2.1) 

45 and above 1.5 (0.4 - 5.2) 0.6* (0.4 - 0.9) 0.8 (0.4 - 1.7) 

Husband's age group       

15-24 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 

25-34 1.1 (0.3 - 3.9) 1 (0.8 - 1.4) 1.3 (0.7 - 2.4) 

35-44 0.9 (0.2 - 3.6) 1 (0.7 - 1.4) 1 (0.5 - 2.1) 
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45 and above 1.1 (0.2 - 5.0) 1 (0.7 - 1.5) 0.8 (0.4 - 1.7) 

Woman's educational attainment       

None 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 

Primary 0.8 (0.4 - 1.5) 1.1 (0.9 - 1.3) 1.2 (0.8 - 1.7) 

Secondary 0.7 (0.3 - 1.4) 0.9 (0.7 - 1.3) 0.9 (0.5 - 1.6) 

Higher 0.2 (0.0 - 1.3) 0.5* (0.3 - 0.9) 0.4 (0.1 - 1.5) 

Woman's educational attainment       

None 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 

Primary 1.8 (0.8 - 4.5) 1.5*** (1.2 - 1.9) 1.2 (0.7 - 2.0) 

Secondary 2.6 (1.0 - 6.9) 1.4 (1.0 - 2.0) 1 (0.5 - 1.9) 

Higher 3.2 (0.8 - 13.5) 1.9* (1.1 - 3.2) 0.9 (0.4 - 2.2) 

Residence       

Urban 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 

Rural 1.1 (0.6 - 1.7) 0.9 (0.8 - 1.1) 0.9 (0.7 - 1.2) 

Religious affiliation       

Christians 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 

Moslems 0.5 (0.1 - 2.7) 0.5*** (0.4 - 0.6) 0.8 (0.6 - 1.1) 

Traditional and others NA 1.1 (0.8 - 1.6) 0.8 (0.3 - 2.6) 

Marital status       

Married 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 

Cohabiting 3.9 (0.7 - 22.4) 1.1 (0.9 - 1.5) 0.7 (0.4 - 1.2) 

Number of times married       

Once 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 

More than once 1.3 (0.8 - 2.0) 1.2 (1.0 - 1.4) 0.8 (0.7 - 1.1) 

Marital union       

Monogamous 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 

Polygynous 1 (0.7 - 1.5) 1.2** (1.1 - 1.4) 1.1 (0.9 - 1.4) 

Number of children       

None 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 

One 1.4 (0.6 - 3.0) 1.3* (1.0 - 1.7) 0.9 (0.6 - 1.5) 

Two 1.9 (0.9 - 3.9) 1.9*** (1.5 - 2.5) 1.1 (0.7 - 1.8) 

Three or more 2.0* (1.0 - 3.9) 2.0*** (1.5 - 2.6) 1.2 (0.7 - 1.8) 

First cohabitation age       

Before 15 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 

15-17 1.2 (0.7 - 1.9) 1.1 (1.0 - 1.3) 1.1 (0.8 - 1.5) 

18 and above 1.3 (0.8 - 2.1) 1.1 (0.9 - 1.3) 1 (0.7 - 1.4) 

Constant 0.0** (0.0 - 0.2) 0.0*** (0.0 - 0.0) 0.1*** (0.0 - 0.3) 

Observations 3,228 20,152 3,922 

Notes: Confidence intervals in parentheses; *** p<0.001, ** p<0.01, * p<0.05; FBM – Respondent’s father 

beats her mother; NA – Not available. 
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3.1.6 Testing hypothesis 4(b) - the Interacted Effects of Husband’s Education and Alcohol 

Consumption Behavior on His IPV Perpetration 

Borrowing data from three countries (one African and two central Asian countries), four categories 

of men were created with respect to the link between husband’s alcohol consumption behavior and 

educational attainment on MTF IPV. For comparative purposes beyond or outside of Africa, data 

was tested for empirical evidence in Africa’s most populated country of Nigeria, and two central 

Asian countries - Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan. As shown in Tables 4a and 4b below, the data did 

not confirm the predictions from previous studies that attaining high education is negatively 

associated with MTF IPV perpetration among well-educated men (Jewkes, 2002, García-Moreno 

et al., 2005; Tranchant & Müller, 2017). To the contrary, compared to men with no alcohol and no 

education in Nigeria, where alcohol equals zero (alcohol=0, that is “non-alcoholic men”), attaining 

primary education (aOR 1.74, CI 1.53-1.97, p < 0.001), secondary education (aOR 1.57, CI 1.38-

1.78, p < 0.001) and higher (aOR 1.29, CI 1.10-1.50) were significantly positively associated with 

increased MTF IPV in Nigeria. Compared to the same category, where education equals to zero 

(that is, men with no formal education), drinking alcohol increased the risk of MTF IPV by 257% 

(aOR 3.57, CI 2.78-4.58, p < 0.001) in Nigeria. However, while increasing educational level is 

positively associated with MTF IPV, at each level of education, adding alcohol consumption 

worsens or increases the odds of husband’s perpetration of MTF IPV.  

It was not possible however to use the same measure of education for men in Tajikistan and 

Kyrgyzstan, as most of them already had either secondary or higher education. Hence, all men 

with secondary education and less were grouped into a single category and contrasted with men 

who have higher education (⩽secondary education versus higher education). These were then 

interacted with alcohol consumption behavior. The result is presented in Table 4b. 

Again, we found that contrary to expectation, compared to the referent category of non-alcoholic 

men with secondary education or less (that is, alcohol=0, secondary education=1), non-alcoholic 

men who have higher education (that is, alcohol=0, higher education =1) were not statistically 

different in perpetrating MTF IPV. However, when alcohol use is introduced (that is, alcohol=1), 

alcoholic men with secondary education, and alcoholic men with higher education became 

significantly more likely to perpetrate intimate partner violence against women (MTF IPV), in all 

the three countries, compared to the referent category. Notwithstanding, a move from secondary 
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education or less to higher education show a slight reduction in the odds ratios of MTF IPV among 

alcoholic men (that is, alcohol =1) from aOR 2.67 to aOR 2.22 (CI 1.81-2.67) in Nigeria, from 

aOR 4.79 (CI 3.94-5.82) to aOR 4.17 in Kyrgyzstan, and from aOR 3.31 (CI 2.65-4.13) to aOR 

2.62 (CI 1.99-3.45) in Tajikistan – each compared to the same referent category within each 

country (that is, the non-alcoholic men with secondary education or lower). 

Overall, this result suggests that the relationship between husband educational attainment and his 

proclivity to perpetrate MTF IPV is not linear, meaning that husband’s education does not 

necessarily protect women from experiencing abuse from him. In Nigeria, men with only primary 

education manifested the highest odds of IPV perpetration compared to men with no formal 

education. Finally, while men with secondary education or higher may be less likely to perpetrate 

IPV compared with men with no education, husband’s alcohol consumption behavior may offset 

the effects of secondary or higher education, so much that a high educated alcoholic husband would 

be more likely to perpetrate MTF IPV compared with his high educated non-alcohol counterpart. 

Our findings mean we cannot reject Hypothesis 4b that “the effect of alcohol use will neutralize 

the effects of educational restraints on MTF IPV so much that high educated men who drink 

alcohol will be more likely to perpetrate IPVAW compared to their counterpart who do not drink 

alcohol”. The result has been published in a journal article as earlier mentioned. 
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Table 3a: Reporting adjusted odds ratios (aORs) of MTF 

IPV by husband’s education and alcohol behavior in Nigeria 

 Table 3b. Reporting adjusted odds ratios (aORs) of husband's alcohol-education 

interaction on MTF IPV in Nigeria, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan 

Dependent Variables 

Nigeria 

(only) 
   Kyrgyzstan Nigeria Tajikistan 

Husband's Education and Alcohol Interacted (aORs) 
 

Categories of husband alcohol-education  (aORs) (aORs)  (aORs) 

Non-Alcoholic with No Education [RF] 1 
 ⩽Secondary education, non-alcoholic 

(RC) 
1 1 1 

 [1 - 1] 
  [1 - 1] [1 - 1] [1 - 1] 

   Alcoholic with No Education 3.57*** 
  ⩽ Secondary education, alcoholic 4.79*** 2.67*** 3.31*** 

 (2.78 - 4.58) 
  (3.94 - 5.82) 

(2.41 - 

2.97) 

(2.65 - 

4.13) 

   Non-Alcoholic with Primary Education 1.74*** 
 > Secondary education, non-alcoholic 0.98 0.88 1.07 

   (1.53 - 1.97) 
  (0.78 - 1.24) (0.78 - 1.0) 

(0.88 - 

1.29) 

   Alcoholic with Primary Education 4.62*** 
 > Secondary education, alcoholic 4.17*** 2.2*** 2.62*** 

   (3.87 - 5.51) 
  (3.36 - 5.18) 

(1.81 - 

2.67) 

(1.99 - 

3.45) 

   Non-Alcoholic with Secondary Education 1.57*** 
 Constant 0.03*** 0.46*** 0.2*** 

  (1.38 - 1.78) 
   (0.01 - 0.05) 

(0.36 - 

0.59) 

(0.13 - 

0.32) 

  Alcoholic with Secondary Education 3.74*** 
 Observation 4,807 20,698 4,365 

 (3.19 - 4.39) 
 Notes: Confidence intervals in parentheses; *** p<0.001, ** p<0.01, * p<0.05 

   Non-Alcoholic with Higher Education 1.29** 
 

    

 (1.1 - 1.5) 
 

    

    Alcoholic with Higher Education 3.36*** 
 

    

  (2.7 - 4.18) 
 

    

Constant 0.32*** 
 

    

 (0.24 - 0.41) 
 

    

Observation 20,698 
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3.1.7 Testing hypotheses 5(a) and (b) – Trends and patterns in men’s attitudes towards 

IPVAW 

Published in an article titled, “What factors are associated with recent changes in men’s attitudes 

towards intimate partner violence across regional, rural, and urban spaces of Ghana? Findings from 

three waves of Ghana national surveys from 2003 to 2014”, the result of hypotheses 5a and 5b 

show that, in conformity with the predictions of the world society theory (Meyer et al., 1997; 

Pierotti, 2013), more men have indeed become less likely to justify IPVAW (wife-beating) in both 

rural and urban spaces of Ghana, over the successive years, (confirming hypothesis 5a). Compared 

to the baseline year 2003, men’s approval of wife-beating declined consistently and significantly 

by 60.8% from 31.7% in 2003 to 12.4% in 2014 (see Figure 5). While several factors contributed 

to the observed decline, a few factors are worthy of mention at the personal, interpersonal 

(spousal), household, and community levels. Even though having access to the media (radio, 

and/or television) was expected to be positively associated with men’s rejection of wife-beating 

justification, access to the media failed to predict a significant relationship. This finding calls for 

a proper evaluation of the effectiveness of using the media (radio and television) in disseminating 

messages targeting ideational transformation, especially those related to gender.  

Despite massive efforts by international non-governmental organizations in Ghana (Essel & Essel, 

2019), men in the youngest age category (15-24 years), those who are polygynous, with low 

education, and resident in certain regions in the country (northern, western and upper east) were 

consistently most likely to justify wife-beating across the waves from 2003 through 2014 (See 

Table 5). These groups should now constitute the target groups for all stakeholders interested in 

addressing attitudes towards IPVAW in Ghana (Ola, 2020). 

3.1.8 The relevance of “Western” theoretical hypotheses to the African cultural context 

While the overall goal of the current study is to identify sociocultural and economic factors that 

are consistent in exposing women to male partner violence beyond national boundaries in the 

selected sub-Saharan African countries, it is important to register some caveats related to 

differences in the level of socioeconomic and gender developments in each of the African countries 

studied. Similarly, historical dissimilarities in national experiences related to gender, gender 

ideologies, gender-based violence, and the treatments of women in general, could to a large extent 

influence and explain the dissimilarities observed in the behavior of certain variables of interests, 

for example female relative resources, on women’s proclivity to experience violence from husband 
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or male partner in each of the African countries analyzed.  Thus, while some of the most current 

Western sociological theories partly explains IPV situation in some countries, they fail to do so in 

a few others. However, there seems to be a common denominator – the gender theory of IPV which 

proposes the global effect of patriarchy, patriarchal dominance (in settings, ideologies and 

practices, see Loseke, 2005) on IPVAW seems to consistently explain the problem of male partner 

violence against women. In all countries studied, men’s patriarchal attitudes and practices 

consistently predicted men’s aggression towards women. Men who controlled or intended to 

dominate conjugal relationships were consistently significantly more likely to perpetrate IPVAW 

in all countries. Similarly, patriarchal attitudes and practices related to gender-based violence are 

transferred over time and over successive generations from parents to children as children who 

witnessed parental violence in their families of origin where father beat mother were also more 

likely to have experienced or perpetrated male partner violence against women in their own family 

of procreation during adulthood. This dimension was consistent and significant across all the 

countries studied here and further lends credence to the propositions of the social learning theory 

of IPVAW. Contrary to expectations however, the relative resource theory did not explain the 

empirical reality of IPVAW in the African countries studied. Similarly, husband’s use of alcohol 

was not consistent.  These findings seem to suggest that current Western sociological theories do 

not sufficiently explain IPVAW in the African context. Thus, more localized studies oriented 

towards theory building may be needed in future studies to explain the empirical uniqueness and 

embedded nuances characterizing IPVAW situation in the African contexts. 
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Figure 1 Women's attitude towards wife-beating by country 

 

 

 

Figure 2 Prevalence (%) of Key Independent Variables of IPVAW 
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Figure 3 Women’s relative income compared to husband’s 

 

 

 

Figure 4 Prevalence (%) of Forms of IPVAW in the Year preceding Survey  
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Figure 5 Trends and patterns in men’s justification of wife-beating (IPVAW) in rural and 

urban spaces of Ghana (2003-2014) 

 

Figure 6. Men who accepted and justified at least one reason for wife beating in Ghana by 

regions 
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Table 4 Multivariable logistic regression: Reporting trends in men’s acceptance of wife-beating in Ghana (2003-2014) 

 Men's acceptance or supports for wife-beating  

 Bivariate statistics (with X2, *p<0.05) Multivariate logistic regression (95% CI) 
 All years 2003 2008 2014 All years 2003 2008 2014 

Independent variables Freq (%) Freq (%) Freq (%) Freq (%) aOR (CI) aOR (CI) aOR (CI) aOR (CI) 

DHS Year: 2003 1555 (31.7)  - - - 1 [1 - 1] 1 [1 - 1] 1 [1 - 1] 1 [1 - 1] 

2008 944 (21.1) - - - 0.6***    

   - - (0.5 - 0.7)    

2014 541 (12.4) - - - 0.3***    

 X2: 554*    (0.3 - 0.4)    

Age group:  25-34 773 (21.1) 434 (31.5) 223 (19.4) 116 (10.2) 1 [1 - 1] 1 [1 - 1] 1 [1 - 1] 1 [1 - 1] 

15-24 1362 (28.8) 693 (40.0) 403 (25.7) 265 (18.7) 1.5*** 1.5*** 1.3 2.0*** 

     (1.3 - 1.7) (1.2 - 1.9) (1.0 - 1.7) (1.4 - 2.8) 

35-44 486 (17.8) 218 (24.3) 191 (21.0) 78 (8.4) 0.7*** 0.6*** 1.1 0.7 

     (0.6 - 0.9) (0.5 - 0.8) (0.8 - 1.4) (0.5 - 1.0) 

45-49 419 (15.9) 210 (23.1) 128 (14.8) 82 (9.3) 0.6*** 0.5*** 0.7* 0.7 

 X2: 173* X2: 91*  X2: 38.7*  X2: 51*  (0.5 - 0.7) (0.4 - 0.7) (0.5 - 1.0) (0.5 - 1.0) 

Marital union: Monogamous 1175 (17.9) 596 (25.9) 393 (18.3) 186 (8.8) 1 [1 - 1] 1 [1 - 1] 1 [1 - 1] 1 [1 - 1] 

Polygamous 252 (34.0) 158 (46.8) 57 (25.0) 38 (21.3) 1.5*** 1.7*** 1.1 1.7* 

     (1.2 - 1.8) (1.2 - 2.2) (0.8 - 1.5) (1.1 - 2.6) 

Singles/Not married 1612 (25.0) 801 (35.3) 494 (23.5) 317 (15.3) 1.1 1 1.1 1.2 

  X2 :149* X2: 94.5*  X2: 23.2*  X2: 34*  (1.0 - 1.3) (0.8 - 1.3) (0.9 - 1.4) (0.9 - 1.7) 

Education: Primary 655 (34.6) 360 (46.1) 191 (29.5) 104 (17.8) 1 [1 - 1] 1 [1 - 1] 1 [1 - 1] 1 [1 - 1] 

No education 728 (37.4) 431 (50.6) 190 (30.5) 107 (22.8) 0.9 0.9 0.8 1.2 

     (0.8 - 1.1) (0.7 - 1.1) (0.6 - 1.1) (0.8 - 1.7) 

Secondary 1589 (18.6) 733 (24.7) 539 (19.2) 317 (11.3) 0.6*** 0.6*** 0.7** 0.7 

     (0.6 - 0.7) (0.5 - 0.7) (0.6 - 0.9) (0.5 - 1.0) 

Higher 68 (5.5) 31 (9.9) 23 (5.8) 14 (2.7) 0.3*** 0.3*** 0.3*** 0.3** 

 X2: 616*  X2: 409*  X2: 88.4*  X2: 91.3*  (0.2 - 0.4) (0.2 - 0.6) (0.2 - 0.4) (0.1 - 0.6) 

Wealth:  Middle 631 (24.7) 326 (33.9) 189 (24.6) 117 (14.1) 1 [1 - 1] 1 [1 - 1] 1 [1 - 1] 1 [1 - 1] 

Poor 1476 (30.5) 748 (43.3) 455 (28.6) 273 (18.0) 0.9 1 1 0.9 

     (0.8 - 1.1) (0.8 - 1.3) (0.8 - 1.3) (0.6 - 1.4) 

Rich 934 (14.7) 482 (21.7) 301 (14.2) 151 (7.5) 0.7*** 0.7* 0.7** 0.7 

 X2: 454*  X2: 296* X2: 116*  X2: 92.1*  (0.6 - 0.9) (0.5 - 1.0) (0.5 - 0.9) (0.5 - 1.0) 

Listening to the radio:  No 223 (32.9) 102 (55.2) 76 (29.9) 45 (18.9) 1 [1 - 1] 1 [1 - 1] 1 [1 - 1] 1 [1 - 1] 

Yes radio 2817 (21.5) 1453 (30.7) 868 (20.5) 496 (12.0) 0.9 1 0.8 0.8 

 X2: 46.9* X2: 52* X2: 12.6* X2: 5.5* (0.7 - 1.1) (0.7 - 1.5) (0.6 - 1.2) (0.5 - 1.3) 

Watching television:  No 1025 (30.9) 593 (41.3) 284 (24.8) 148 (20.3) 1 [1 - 1] 1 [1 - 1] 1 [1 - 1] 1 [1 - 1] 

Yes television 2016 (19.3) 963 (27.7) 660 (19.8) 393 (10.8) 1.1 1.1 1.3* 0.8 

 X2: 281.5* X2: 156.5* X2: 16.4* X2: 53.2* (0.9 - 1.2) (0.9 - 1.4) (1.0 - 1.7) (0.5 - 1.1) 

Residence:  Urban 1086 (16.5) 543 (24.5) 335 (16.1) 208 (9.1) 1 [1 - 1] 1 [1 - 1] 1 [1 - 1] 1 [1 - 1] 

Rural 1955 (27.2) 1012 (37.5) 609 (25.3) 333 (16.0) 1.1 1 1.2 1 

 X2: 301.9* X2: 154.5* X2: 59.2* X2: 51.6* (0.9 - 1.3) (0.7 - 1.4) (0.9 - 1.6) (0.7 - 1.5) 

Region:  Greater Accra 266 (11.3) 114 (15.9) 82 (11.4) 71 (7.7) 1 [1 - 1] 1 [1 - 1] 1 [1 - 1] 1 [1 - 1] 

Western 378 (26.2) 195 (41.4) 85 (17.7) 99 (19.8) 2.1*** 3.0*** 1.3 2.1** 

     (1.6 - 2.8) (2.0 - 4.4) (0.9 - 2.1) (1.2 - 3.4) 

Central 224 (19.6) 103 (29.4) 65 (17.4) 56 (13.4) 1.4* 1.6* 1.2 1.4 

     (1.1 - 1.9) (1.1 - 2.4) (0.8 - 1.8) (0.7 - 2.7) 

Volta 170 (14.3) 80 (18.3) 70 (11.4) 20 (5.9) 0.8 0.8 1 0.4* 

     (0.6 - 1.1) (0.5 - 1.3) (0.6 - 1.6) (0.2 - 0.8) 

Eastern 298 (21.0) 125 (23.3) 107 (23.3) 66 (15.5) 1.5** 1.3 1.7* 1.5 

     (1.1 - 2.0) (0.9 - 2.0) (1.1 - 2.7) (0.9 - 2.8) 

Ashanti 423 (16.3) 202 (21.3) 167 (19.5) 53 (6.7) 1.1 1.2 1.4 0.7 

     (0.9 - 1.4) (0.8 - 1.7) (1.0 - 2.1) (0.3 - 1.3) 

Brong Ahafo 270 (21.3) 155 (29.7) 92 (24) 23 (6.3) 1.3 1.5 1.6* 0.4* 

     (0.9 - 1.8) (0.9 - 2.6) (1.0 - 2.7) (0.2 - 0.8) 

Northern 625 (48.0) 329 (65.8) 191 (42.5) 105 (29.9) 3.8*** 5.8*** 3.2*** 2.3* 

     (2.8 - 5.1) (3.7 - 9.1) (2.0 - 5.0) (1.1 - 4.8) 

Upper west 149 (28.3) 87 (69.3) 48 (20.2) 15 (8.8) 1.6** 7.5*** 1.1 0.4* 

     (1.2 - 2.3) (4.8 - 11.8) (0.6 - 1.9) (0.2 - 0.9) 
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Upper east 238 (45.8) 166 (54.0) 38 (32.1) 34 (36) 2.8*** 3.2*** 2.0** 3.6*** 

 X2 :898*  X2: 739*  X2: 219*  X2: 283*  (2.0 - 3.9) (2.0 - 5.2) (1.3 - 3.2) (1.7 - 7.4) 

Religion:  Other Christians 1439 (17.8) 696 (25.5) 474 (17.8) 268 (9.9) 1 [1 - 1] 1 [1 - 1] 1 [1 - 1] 1 [1 - 1] 

Catholic 379 (21.1) 204 (28.5) 111 (18.3) 64 (13.5) 1.1 1 1 1.4 

     (0.9 - 1.2) (0.8 - 1.2) (0.8 - 1.3) (1.0 - 2.0) 

Islam 754 (31.3) 431 (47.2) 219 (30.1) 105 (13.6) 1.2 1.2 1.2 0.9 

     (1.0 - 1.4) (0.9 - 1.5) (0.9 - 1.7) (0.6 - 1.3) 

Traditional & Others 469 (31.8) 224 (40.8) 141 (28.4) 104 (24.4) 1.3*** 1.2 1.2 2.0*** 

 X2: 295*  X2: 221*  X2: 61.5*  X2: 58.9*  (1.1 - 1.6) (0.9 - 1.6) (0.9 - 1.6) (1.5 - 2.8) 

Occupation: Top managerial 110 (7.9) 40 (9.9) 44 (9.6) 26 (4.9) 1 [1 - 1] 1 [1 - 1] 1 [1 - 1] 1 [1 - 1] 

Agriculture 1414 (29.1) 766 (39.6) 402 (26.1) 245 (17.8) 1.6** 2.2** 1.2 1.3 

     (1.2 - 2.1) (1.3 - 3.5) (0.8 - 1.8) (0.7 - 2.5) 

Clerical/sales/services 310 (16.7) 120 (23.5) 136 (17.7) 54 (9.4) 1.5** 2.0* 1.3 1.2 

     (1.1 - 2.1) (1.1 - 3.5) (0.9 - 1.9) (0.6 - 2.3) 

Manual and others 586 (18.0) 271 (26.1) 180 (19.3) 134 (10.5) 1.5** 2.1** 1.2 1.2 

     (1.1 - 2.0) (1.3 - 3.3) (0.8 - 1.8) (0.7 - 2.3) 

Unemployed 620 (25.9) 357 (34.0) 182 (23.4) 81 (13.7) 1.4* 2.0** 1.1 0.9 

 X2: 384*  X2: 219*  X2: 60.4*  X2: 66.6*  (1.0 - 1.8) (1.3 - 3.2) (0.8 - 1.7) (0.5 - 1.7) 

Constant - - - - 0.3*** 0.2*** 0.2*** 0.2** 

 - - - - (0.2 - 0.5) (0.1 - 0.4) (0.1 - 0.4) (0.1 - 0.5) 

Observations - - - - 13,715 4,901 4,481 4,333 

 Percentages in parentheses; Chi-square p-value<0.05 CIs in parentheses: *** p<0.001, ** p<0.01, * p<0.05 
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3.1.9 Conclusion  

The current paper is an agglomeration of three published papers, written with the 

overarching goal of examining factors consistent in predicting male-to-female intimate partner 

violence (MFT IPV) against women beyond national boundaries in Africa. It specifically described 

the prevalence of last 12 months intimate partner violence against women (IPVAW) in three 

selected sub-Saharan African countries, and examined factors consistently predicting the observed 

incidences of IPVAW across the three selected countries in the first paper. In the second paper, 

the study examined the interacted effects of two key known IPV predictors – husband’s low 

education attainment and alcohol drinking behaviour in one African and two Asian countries of 

similar demographic and socioeconomic characteristics. Finally, the third and last paper 

heuristically examined the prevalence, trends and patterns in men’s acceptance of wife-beating 

across all settings – regional, rural and urban settings – in Ghana. The third paper is arguably one 

of the earliest studies ever conducted to understand trends and patterns in men’s attitudes towards 

violence against women (wife-beating) over a considerable period of time in low-income sub-

Saharan Africa.  It also tested several competing theories and models which originated from the 

West or the global north to ascertain whether these theoretical postulations of IPV consistently 

significantly predict MFT IPV in the African contexts, in each of the selected countries. Precisely, 

it examined the role of household poverty as proposed by the standard resource theory (Goode, 

1971), husband-wife relative income as predicted by the relative resource theorists (Anderson, 

1997; Aizer, 2010), women’s IPV tolerance or attitudes justifying violence as argued by(Uthman 

et al. 2011), witnessing parental violence in which father beat mother as a risk factor for 

experiencing IPV victimization during adulthood, following the postulations of the Social 

Learning theorists. Other key factors examined for their effects on IPVAW beyond national levels 

and boundaries included husband’s educational attainment level (Jewkes, 2002) and his alcohol 

consumption behavior (Foran & O'Leary, 2008) among other potential confounders. Finally, the 

study investigated trends, patterns and predictors of men’s justification of wife-beating over the 

space of a decade in Ghana, a west African country, between 2003 to 2014. 

We found that incidences of MTF IPV were rampant and many women themselves still 

justified wife-beating for various reasons. In consonance with the predictions of the social learning 

theory, and the gender theory of IPV, two key factors that were consistently significant in 
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predicting increased likelihood of MTF IPV beyond national boundaries – (i) witnessing parental 

violence during childhood, and (ii) having a husband who manifests patriarchal dominance 

(Avakame, 1998; Antai, 2011). As argued by Avakame (1998), the intergenerational transmission 

of IPV propensities is possible as women who witnessed their father beat their mother are usually 

more tolerant towards (potentially) abusive partners and tends to normalize IPV victimization. On 

the other hand, males who witnessed parental violence in which father beat mother also normalize 

the use of violence in intimate relationships. Learning the violence behavior and rationales of their 

abusive father, males from abusive homes might rationalize the use of violence against women or 

wife abuse in settlements of marital disputes. Thus, our empirical investigation confirms the 

propositions of the social learning theorists across all African settings in the current study.  

Similarly, men who manifest controlling behaviours, that is men who sought to dominate 

their relationships by being jealous if woman talks to other men, always insists on knowing her 

whereabouts, refuses to allow her visit her female friends and relatives, who monitors wife’s 

movement and sometimes accuses her of unfaithfulness were consistently more likely to perpetrate 

IPVAW in consonance with the predictions of the gender theorists (Dobash & Dobash, 1979; Yllo, 

1993; Johnson, 2001; Fulu, 2016). This seems to suggest that IPV is also a tool employed by men 

to consolidate their perpetual domination of women. Several of the few qualitative studies on IPV 

and gender relations from each of the countries studied tend to lend credence to findings in this 

quantitative study. The generally poor and subservient positions of women in marital unions in 

each country have been well documented – by Lowe, Chen and Huang (2016) in the Gambia, 

Balogun and John-Akinola (2014) in Nigeria, and Schneider (2018) in Sierra Leone, among others. 

A common finding from these studies is the central role of patriarchal cultures and structures in 

ensuring female’s subordination and male domination, 

For other competing theories tested, household poverty did not significantly predict MTF 

IPV in any of the countries studied contrary to the predictions of the standard resource theorists. 

Relative resources between couples (relative income) did not also consistently predict MTF IPV. 

It was only in Nigeria that data supported the prediction of the relative resource theorists as women 

who earn about same income as husband’s were significantly less likely to experience IPV from 

him, compared to women who earn more than husband. Although this finding is not consistent 

across country, findings from Nigeria somehow suggests the strong presence of patriarchy – men’s 
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violent resistance against women’s higher earning, a non-conforming or non-traditional gender 

statuses.  

Alcohol abuse was also positively associated with MTF IPV, although not in all settings. 

With the exception of the Gambia where alcohol drinking was low (only 1.1% of the husband 

drank alcohol), husband’s use of alcohol increased the rate of IPV perpetration. However, Gambia 

presents an interesting case: while men’s alcohol use is a strong predictor of wife abuse and few 

men drank alcohol in the Gambia9, yet, last twelve months perpetration of physical, sexual and 

emotional violence against women stood at 12.2%. This perhaps seems to suggest that other factors 

other than husband’s explicit alcohol use might be responsible for the observed MTF IPV in the 

Gambia. One of those were having tolerant attitudes towards MTF IPV, witnessing parental 

violence and having a dominating and controlling husband, among others. However, in other 

countries studied, alcohol abuse was a significant predictor of MTF IPV. A preliminary extension 

of this finding to 4 other African countries (Cameroon, Congo, Gabon, Zambia) reveals that 

alcohol was indeed a consistent predictor of male partner violence against women (see Table 6 in 

the appendix). In all these countries, similar to our findings in Nigeria and Sierra Leone, men who 

drank alcohol were more likely to have perpetrated any of physical, sexual or emotional violence 

against their female partners. In Cameroon, for instance, men who drink alcohol were about 104% 

(aOR 2.04, p <0.05) more likely to perpetrate IPVAW compared to men who do not drink alcohol. 

Beyond the unique experience in the Gambia, these findings further lend credence to the problem 

of alcohol as a contributory risk factor for male partner violence against women. 

We further examined the role of husband’s educational attainment on his proclivity to 

perpetrate IPVAW and how this could interact with men’s alcohol consumption behaviour in three 

countries – Nigeria, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan. The result shows that overall, education was not 

significant in predicting MTF IPV whether it was low (less than secondary) or high (secondary 

and above). However, when interacted with husband’s alcohol consumption behavior, increase in 

education seems to reduce the odds of MTF violence. However, in all, alcohol increased the odds 

 
9 Few men drank alcohol in the Gambia (1.1%), perhaps due to massive adherence to the Islamic tenets which in some 

sense prohibits Muslim men and women from alcohol use. Again, the social desirability bias in which men who drank 

alcohol reported  
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of MTF IPV, supporting some of the previous studies (Parker and Auerhahn, 1998; Leonard, 2005; 

Foran & O'Leary, 2008; Abramsky et al., 2011).  

Finally, the trend analysis shows that men’ justification of MTF IPV reduced significantly 

by 60.8% between 2003 and 2014 in Ghana. Factors associated with rejection of wife-beating 

include education, older ages (45 years and above), rich households, monogamy, among others. 

These are also partly attributable to relentless efforts of non-governmental organizations seeking 

attitudinal transformation towards gender egalitarianism in Ghana (Essel & Essel, 2019; Pieroti, 

2013). Taken together, lower percentage of men justify now violence compared to a decade or 

more ago.  

Future studies are expected to show if such decline actually translates to concomitant 

decline in the actual rate of IPV perpetration among men across cultures. More studies are also 

needed to examine the trends, patterns and predictors of changes in actual IPV victimization among 

women. Finally, more studies are needed to examine the bidirectional nature of IPV in the African 

contexts across selected countries. A preliminary investigation was conducted on this by the 

current author. Figure 7 and 8 reveals the extent of male to female (MTF) and female to male 

(FTM) partner violence across 12 selected sub-Saharan African countries. Tentatively, the result 

shows that FTM IPV ranged from less than 1% in Burkina Faso in western Africa to 22.3% in 

Gabon. When analyzed at the multivariable level, data reveals that in many countries, IPVAW is 

a strong correlate of IPVAM10 and several relative and gendered factors contributed significantly 

to gender differences in IPV perpetration by either partner. More studies are needed to focus on 

the dimension of female to male partner violence, especially in predominantly patriarchal societies 

of Africa. 

3.2 Policy Recommendations 

Given the various findings in the current study, the following therefore are the 

recommendations of the current study. 

From the foregoing, we recommend that given the significant effect of tolerant attitudes 

justifying IPVAW on its actual performance, current efforts by governmental and non-

governmental organizations (GO’s and NGO’s) aimed at discouraging attitudes and behaviors 

 
10 IPVAW – Intimate Partner Violence Against Men, perpetrated by female partners 
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justifying or supporting MTF IPV at the individual level should be sustained. Promoting 

substantive or sustainable gender attitudes among men in all spheres of social life, beginning from 

the entrenchment of ideals of gender equality and non-dominance in the school curricular and 

across other agents of socialization could help reduce men’s likelihood to seek to dominate 

relationship or manifest controlling behaviors – a consistent predictor of male to female partner 

violence across all study settings in the current study. Also, preventing parental IPV, especially in 

the presence of the children today could prevent parental transfer of normalized IPV ideology to 

their children as argued by the social learning theorists. For children who have already witnessed 

or do witness violence between parents in abusive homes, intervention designs oriented towards 

positive child reorientation could be steps in the right direction. Such deliberate and prompt 

intervention could reduce the percentage of IPV witnessed in the future generations.  

Consistently, promotion of equitable gender attitudes at community and national levels 

should also be encouraged and sustained. As the current data failed to show that traditional media 

(radio, television) discouraged IPV, perhaps social media platforms could be employed for ads 

discouraging the perpetration, passive tolerance or explicit justification of any form of MTF IPV 

in Africa. Beyond mere policy roll-outs such as the case with Sierra Leone (Schneider, 2018), 

cases of IPV should be backed up judicially as public and legal cases. The judiciary should be 

given more power to legislate in domestic violence affairs in each African country, especially 

where such provisions are currently absent or where the law is less effective. 

Finally, the use of alcohol in marriage should be grossly discouraged and alcoholic 

husbands who perpetrate IPV should not be allowed to disavow11 the responsibility of their 

criminal behavior on alcohol. They should take full responsibility. More efforts are needed to 

stamp out all forms of MTF IPV and FTM IPV in sub-Saharan African countries. 

 

 

 

 

 
11 For more information about the alcohol disavowal hypothesis, see Quigley and Leonard (2006). 
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SUPPLEMENTARY 

TABLES 

Table 5. Univariate analysis of basic socio-demographic and economic characteristics of the respondents 

 Gambia Nigeria Sierra Leone 

Key variables  Freq. % Freq. % Freq. % 

Woman's age group 
      

 15-24 853 28.9 4543 23.8 667 18.1 

 25-34 1180 40.0 7308 38.3 1421 38.6 

 35-44 701 23.7 5201 27.2 1178 32.0 

 45+ 219 7.4 2041 10.7 416 11.3 

Mean age 3542 30.5 22305 31.3 4315 32.3 

 Age of Husband/Partner 
      

 15-24 38 1.3 594 3.1 129 3.5 

 25-34 751 25.4 4623 24.2 799 21.7 

 35-44 939 31.8 6306 33.0 1209 32.8 

 45+ 1154 39.1 7569 39.6 1545 42.0 

 DK/Missing 71 2.4 - - - - 

 Mean age 3260 42.8 21004 41.1 4029 41.9 

Current marital status 
      

Married 2937 99.5 18552 97.2 3526 95.8 

Living with partner 16 0.6 541 2.8 156 4.2 

Marital union 
      

 Monogamy 1859 62.9 12864 67.4 2427 65.9 

 Polygamy 1081 36.6 6127 32.1 1209 32.8 

 DK/Missing 14 0.5 101 0.5 46 1.3 

 Number of times woman was married 

Once 2615 88.5 17100 89.6 2912 79.1 

More than once 338 11.5 1993 10.4 770 20.9 

Woman's highest level of education 
      

 No education 1812 61.3 9096 47.6 2702 73.4 

 Primary 406 13.7 3688 19.3 481 13.1 

 Secondary 613 20.8 4884 25.6 443 12.0 

 Higher 123 4.2 1424 7.5 55 1.5 

Man's highest level of education             

 No education 1685 57.0 7471 39.1 2345 63.7 

 Primary 193 6.5 3482 18.2 308 8.4 
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 Secondary 717 24.3 5363 28.1 769 20.9 

 Higher 251 8.5 2628 13.8 206 5.6 

 DK/Missing 108 3.7 148 0.8 53 1.4 

Type of place of residence             

Urban 1443 48.9 7036 36.9 1043 28.3 

Rural 1510 51.2 12056 63.2 2639 71.7 

Household wealth index 
      

Poorest 567 19.2 4316 22.6 781 21.2 

Poorer 596 20.2 4053 21.2 733 19.9 

Middle 618 20.9 3423 17.9 723 19.6 

Richer 604 20.4 3503 18.4 768 20.9 

Richest 569 19.3 3797 19.9 678 18.4 

Religious affiliations 
      

 Christians 87 3.0 8966 44.5 661 18.0 

 Moslems 2865 97.0 10896 54.1 3009 81.7 

 Others 1 0.0 290 1.4 12 0.3 

 Woman's income relative to husband's 

 Less/not working 2726 92.3 17432 91.3 3387 92.0 

 About Same 53 1.8 683 3.6 85 2.3 

 More than him 119 4.0 637 3.3 168 4.6 

 DK/Missing 55 1.9 340 1.8 42 1.1 

 Total (Weighted) 2,953 100 19092 100 3,682 100 

 Total (Unweighted) 3,228 100 20152 100 3,922 100 
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Figure 7 Prevalence of Male-to-Female IPV in Fourteen Selected sub-Saharan African Countries 

 

 

Figure 8 Prevalence of Female-to-Male IPV in Fourteen Selected sub-Saharan African Countries 
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a – source – Population Reference Bureau 2014 World Population Data Sheet 

 

Table 6: Prevalence of IPV and other key indicators in selected African countries  

  

Year of 

DHS 

Males justified 

wife-beating 

Females justified 

wife-beating 

Prevalence (%) of 

female-to-male 

IPV 

Last 12 months (%) 

male-to-female 

IPVAW 

Sample 

Size (n) 

GNI PPP per 

Capita ($US) 

(2014)a 

Central Africa        
Angola 2015-16 20.0 25.2 6.0 33.9 8,807 6770 

Cameroon 2011 38.7 46.5 7.4 43.2 3,680 2660 

Congo D. R. 2013-14 61.0 74.8 7.5 44.0 5,078 680 

Gabon  2012 39.7 50.2 22.3 39.3 3,528 17220 

Total (central)   36.4 45.0 9.3 38.9 21,093   

Eastern Africa        
Ethiopia 2016 27.7 63.0 3.7 27.0 4,469 1350 

 Kenya 2014 36.4 41.8 3.8 25.5 4,081 2250 

Tanzania  2015-16 39.6 58.0 2.5 37.6 7,101 1750 

Total (east)   35.4 55.2 3.2 31.4 15,651   

Southern Africa        
 Malawi* 2015-16 13.0 15.5 3.8 32.7 4,984 760 

 Zambia 2013-14 31.7 46.9 8,47 31.3 8,565 3070 

 Zimbabwe 2015 32.8 38.7 3.6 30.2 5,494 1560 

Total (south)   27.1 36.3 2.0 31.3 19,043   

Western Africa        
Burkina Faso 2010 31.4 43.5 0.3 12.6 9,531 1560 

Gambia 2013 33.0 58.4 1.2 12.3 3,229 1620 

Ghana* 2003 31.7 48.5 N/A N/A 4,901 320 

Ghana* 2008 21.1 36.6 N/A 33.6 4,481 1,150 

Ghana* 2014 12.4 28.3 N/A N/A 4,333 3880 

Nigeria 2013 24.7 34.7 1.7 19.0 21,196 5600 

Sierra Leone  2013 34.2 62.8 7.5 34.0 4,138 1750 

Total (west)  26.5 41.0 0.0 16.5 51,809  
Total (SSA)           107,596   

Central Asia        
Kyrgyzstan 2012 50.7 33.7 N/A 19.8 4,361  
Tajikistan 2012 N/A 59.6 N/A 19.5 4,093  

Total (All countries)         116,050   
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Table 7 Reporting adjusted odds ratios (aORs) for result of multivariable logistic regression analyses showing MTF/FTM IPV in Four Selected 

African Countries (Abridged) 

Dependent variable Male-to-Female IPV (IPVAW < 12 months) Female-to-Male IPV (IPVAM) 

Countries Cameroon Congo, D. R. Gabon Zambia Cameroon 

Congo, D. 

R. Gabon Zambia 

Independent Variables (aORs) (aORs) (aORs) (aORs) (aORs) (aORs) (aORs) (aORs) 

Woman ever hurts husband: 

No (RC) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1)     
Yes 6.73*** 8.74*** 3.92*** 7.11*** - - - - 

 (4.2-11.3) (5.7-13.5) (2.8- 5.5) (4.9-10.3) - - - - 

Man hurts wife in last 12 

months: No (RC) - - - - 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 

Yes - - - - 6.67*** 8.95*** 3.93*** 7.06*** 

          (4.0-11.2) (5.8-13.9) (2.8-5.5) (4.9-10.3) 

Household wealth index:  

Poorest (RC) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 

Poorer 0.84 0.99 0.85 0.9 1.15 0.71 1.3 0.98 

 (0.6-1.2) (0.8-1.2) (0.6-1.2) (0.7-1.1) (0.6-2.4) (0.5-1.01) (0.8-2.0) (0.6-1.6) 

Middle 0.92 0.87 0.82 0.81 1.66 0.74 1.62* 1.01 

 (0.7-1.3) (0.7-1.1) (0.56-1.2) (0.6-1.1) (0.8-3.5) (0.5-1.1) (1.0-2.6) (0.6-1.7) 

Richer 0.9 0.85 0.75 0.64** 1.46 0.73 1.57 1.25 

 (0.6-1.4) (0.7-1.08) (0.5- 1.1) (0.5-0.9) (0.6-3.4) (0.5-1.1) (0.9-2.6) (0.7-2.2) 

 Richest 0.86 0.85 0.77 0.63* 2.17 1.15 1.01 1.35 

  (0.5-1.4) (0.6-1.2) (0.5-1.2) (0.4-0.9) (0.9-5.3) (0.6-2.1) (0.6-1.8) (0.7-2.6) 

Relative income: Woman 

earns more (RC) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 

Less than him 0.78 0.98 1.36 1.05 0.75 1.11 0.88 0.81 

 (0.6-1.1) (0.8-1.3) (0.94-1.96) (0.82-1.35) (0.44-1.26) (0.71-1.73) (0.55-1.40) (0.55-1.20) 

About the same  0.6* 0.8 0.76 0.76 0.92 1.15 0.74 0.96 

 (0.37-0.97) (0.60-1.07) (0.47-1.23) (0.57-1.03) (0.41-2.07) (0.68-1.95) (0.39-1.42) (0.58-1.57) 

Husband/partner doesn't 

bring in money  1.38 1.49 1.79 0.73 0.95 1.72 1.12 1.32 

 (0.5-3.9) (0.6-3.4) (0.8-4.01) (0.4-1.3) (0.2-4.6) (0.5-6.4) (0.5-2.8) (0.6-3.2) 
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 Don't know 0.67 0.36** 0.63 0.96 1.15 1.83 1.68 0.45 

  (0.4-1.3) (0.17-0.75) (0.33-1.2) (0.45-2.04) (0.4-3.03) (0.5-6.7) (0.8-3.6) (0.1-2.1) 

Alcohol husband: No (RC) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 

Yes 2.04*** 1.96*** 1.57*** 1.79*** 1.18 1.15 1.74*** 2.29*** 

  (1.7-2.5) (1.7-2.3) (1.3-2.0) (1.5-2.1) (0.8-1.7) (0.9-1.5) (1.3-2.4) (1.7-3.0) 

Her father beat her mother: 

No (RC) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 

Yes 1.73*** 2.02*** 2.09*** 1.47*** 1.18 1.7*** 1.47* 1.38* 

 (1.4-2.1) (1.7-2.4) (1.6-2.7) (1.3-1.7) (0.8-1.7) (1.3-2.2) (1.1-1.2) (1.04-1.8) 

Constant 0.85 0.81 0.29*** 0.67 0.01*** 0.01*** 0.02*** 0.01*** 

 (0.5-1.4) (0.5-1.3) (0.1-0.6) (0.4-1.2) (0.0-0.02) (0.0-0.02) (0.01-0.07) (0.0-0.03) 

Observations 2,193 3,626 1,515 2,918 2,193 3,626 1,512 2,918 

Notes: aOR - Adjusted odds ratios; RC - Referent category; confidence interval in parentheses;*** p<0.001, ** p<0.01, * p<0.05. 
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2018. – Т. 26. – №. 4. – С. 281-304. 

2. Ola B. E. What Factors Are Associated With Recent Changes in Men’s Attitudes Towards 
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results of the work were presented at 5 International conference:  3 times at the April 

International Academic Conference on Economic and Social Development, at 8th African 

Population Conference, 18-22 November 2019, (Kampala, Uganda), at  4th  Asian Population 

Association Conference, 11-14 July 2018 (Shanghai, China). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://doi.org/10.1177%2F0886260520974070


47 
 

References 

Abramsky, T., Watts, C.H., Garcia-Moreno, C., Devries, K., Kiss, L., Ellsberg, M., Jansen, H.A. 

and Heise, L., 2011. What factors are associated with recent intimate partner violence? Findings 

from the WHO multi-country study on women's health and domestic violence. BMC public 

health, 11(1), pp.1-17. 

Aizer, A., 2010. The gender wage gap and domestic violence. American Economic Review, 100(4), 

pp.1847-59. 

Akers, Ronald L. 1998. Social Learning and Social Structure: A General Theory of Crime and 

Deviance. Boston: Northeastern University Press. 

Anderson, K.L., 1997. Gender, status, and domestic violence: An integration of feminist and 

family violence approaches. Journal of Marriage and the Family, pp.655-669. 

Antai, D., 2011. Controlling behavior, power relations within intimate relationships and intimate 

partner physical and sexual violence against women in Nigeria. BMC public health, 11(1), pp.1-

11. 

Atkinson, A.B. and Marlier, E., 2010. Analysing and measuring social inclusion in a global 

context. United Nations. Accessed at http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/33669/. 

Atkinson, A.B. and Marlier, E., 2010. Analysing and measuring social inclusion in a global 

context. United Nations. 

Atkinson, M.P., Greenstein, T.N. and Lang, M.M., 2005. For women, breadwinning can be 

dangerous: Gendered resource theory and wife abuse. Journal of marriage and family, 67(5), 

pp.1137-1148. 

Avakame, E.F., 1998. Intergenerational transmission of violence, self-control, and conjugal 

violence: A comparative analysis of physical violence and psychological aggression. Violence and 

victims, 13(3), pp.301-316. 

Balogun, M.O. and John-Akinola, Y.O., 2015. A qualitative study of intimate partner violence 

among women in Nigeria. Journal of interpersonal violence, 30(14), pp.2410-2427. 

http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/33669/


48 
 

Bamiwuye, S.O. and Odimegwu, C., 2014. Spousal violence in sub-Saharan Africa: does                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

household poverty-wealth matter?. Reproductive health, 11(1), pp.1-10. 

Bandura, A. (1973). Aggression: A Social Learning Analysis. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-

Hall. 

Barrett, H. (1995). Women in Africa: The neglected dimension in development. Geography, 215-

224. 

Butchart, A., Mikton, C., Dahlberg, L.L. and Krug, E.G., 2015. Global status report on violence 

prevention 2014. 

Campbell, J.C., 2002. Health consequences of intimate partner violence. The lancet, 359(9314), 

pp.1331-1336. 

Connelly, J.L. and Barriteau, P., 2000. Theoretical perspectives on gender and development. 

IDRC. 

Cools, S. and Kotsadam, A., 2017. Resources and intimate partner violence in Sub-Saharan 

Africa. World Development, 95, pp.211-230. 

Cubbins, L.A. and Vannoy, D., 2005. Socioeconomic resources, gender traditionalism, and wife 

abuse in urban Russian couples. Journal of marriage and family, 67(1), pp.37-52. 

Dasgupta, S.D., 2001, February. Towards an understanding of women’s use of non-lethal violence 

in intimate heterosexual relationships. In Applied Research Forum VAWnet. 

Dassin, J., Enders, J. and Kottmann, A., 2014. Social inclusiveness, development and student 

mobility in international higher education: The case of the Ford Foundation International 

Fellowships Program. Internationalisation of higher education and global mobility, 23, pp.73-86. 

Dobash, R.E. and Dobash, R., 1979. Violence against wives: A case against the patriarchy (pp. 

179-206). New York: Free Press. 

Duvvury, N., Callan, A., Carney, P. and Raghavendra, S., 2013. Intimate partner violence: 

Economic costs and implications for growth and development. 

Emerald Publishing, 2020. The global inclusivity report 2020. Introduction and Rationale. 

Accessed at https://www.emeraldgrouppublishing.com/global-2020-inclusivity-report.  

https://www.emeraldgrouppublishing.com/global-2020-inclusivity-report


49 
 

Essel, R., & Essel, P. I., 2019. Violence Against Women in Ghana. Interventions by NGOs. GRIN 

Verlag. 

Foran, H.M. and O'Leary, K.D., 2008. Alcohol and intimate partner violence: A meta-analytic 

review. Clinical psychology review, 28(7), pp.1222-1234. 

García-Moreno, C., Jansen, H.A., Ellsberg, M., Heise, L. and Watts, C., 2005. WHO multi-country 

study on women’s health and domestic violence against women. World Health Organization. 

Goode, W.J., 1971. Force and violence in the family. Journal of Marriage and the Family, pp.624-

636. 

Hardesty, J.L. and Ogolsky, B.G., 2020. A socioecological perspective on intimate partner 

violence research: A decade in review. Journal of marriage and family, 82(1), pp.454-477. 

Heise, L.L. and Kotsadam, A., 2015. Cross-national and multilevel correlates of partner violence: 

an analysis of data from population-based surveys. The Lancet Global Health, 3(6), pp.e332-e340. 

Heise, L.L., 1998. Violence against women: An integrated, ecological framework. Violence 

against women, 4(3), pp.262-290. 

Hindin, M.J. and Adair, L.S., 2002. Who's at risk? Factors associated with intimate partner 

violence in the Philippines. Social science & medicine, 55(8), pp.1385-1399. 

Islam, M.J., Rahman, M., Broidy, L., Haque, S.E., Saw, Y.M., Duc, N.H.C., Haque, M.N., 

Rahman, M.M., Islam, M.R. and Mostofa, M.G., 2017. Assessing the link between witnessing 

inter-parental violence and the perpetration of intimate partner violence in Bangladesh. BMC 

public health, 17(1), pp.1-10. 

Jakobsen, H., 2014. What’s gendered about gender-based violence? An empirically grounded 

theoretical exploration from Tanzania. Gender & Society, 28(4), pp.537-561. 

Jewkes, R., 2002. Intimate partner violence: causes and prevention. The lancet, 359(9315), 

pp.1423-1429. 

Johnson, H., 2001. Contrasting views of the role of alcohol in cases of wife assault. Journal of 

interpersonal violence, 16(1), pp.54-72. 



50 
 

Kantor, G.K. and Straus, M.A., 2017. The “drunken bum” theory of wife beating. In Physical 

violence in American families (pp. 203-224). Routledge. 

Kaukinen, C., 2004. Status compatibility, physical violence, and emotional abuse in intimate 

relationships. Journal of Marriage and Family, 66(2), pp.452-471. 

Leonard, K.E., 2005. Alcohol and intimate partner violence: when can we say that heavy drinking 

is a contributing cause of violence?. 

Loseke, D.R., 2005. Through a sociological lens. Current controversies on family violence, 35. 

Lowe, M., Chen, D.R. and Huang, S.L., 2016. Social and cultural factors affecting maternal health 

in rural Gambia: an exploratory qualitative study. PloS one, 11(9), p.e0163653. 

Meyer, J.W., Boli, J., Thomas, G.M. and Ramirez, F.O., 1997. World society and the nation-

state. American Journal of sociology, 103(1), pp.144-181 

Mihalic, S.W. and Elliott, D., 1997. A social learning theory model of marital violence. Journal of 

family violence, 12(1), pp.21-47. 

OECD Development Center, 2021. Sub-Saharan Africa: The social institutions and gender index 

(SIGI) regional report. Retrieved from https://www.oecd.org/dev/development-gender/Mini-

Brochure_SIGI_AfriqueSubsaharienne_EN-web.pdf.  

Ola, B.E., 2018. The nexus of a husband’s educational status in conjunction with alcohol 

consumption on his tendency to commit domestic violence toward female partners in Nigeria, 

Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan. Journal of Population and Social Studies [JPSS], 26(4), pp.281-304. 

Ola, B.E., 2020. What factors are associated with recent changes in men’s attitudes towards 

intimate partner violence across regional, rural, and urban spaces of Ghana? Findings from three 

waves of Ghana national surveys from 2003 to 2014. Journal of interpersonal violence, 

p.0886260520974070. https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0886260520974070  

Oyediran, K.A., 2016. Explaining trends and patterns in attitudes towards wife-beating among 

women in Nigeria: Analysis of 2003, 2008, and 2013 Demographic and Health Survey 

data. Genus, 72(1), pp.1-25. 

https://www.oecd.org/dev/development-gender/Mini-Brochure_SIGI_AfriqueSubsaharienne_EN-web.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/dev/development-gender/Mini-Brochure_SIGI_AfriqueSubsaharienne_EN-web.pdf
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0886260520974070


51 
 

Oyediran, K.A., 2021. Intimate partner violence in Nigeria. In “S. M. Stith, C. M. Spencer (eds.), 

International Perspectives on Intimate Partner Violence, AFTA Springer Briefs in Family 

Therapy, https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-74808-1_10.  

Parker, R.N. and Auerhahn, K., 1998. Alcohol, drugs, and violence. Annual review of 

sociology, 24(1), pp.291-311. 

Pierotti, R.S., 2013. Increasing rejection of intimate partner violence: Evidence of global cultural 

diffusion. American Sociological Review, 78(2), pp.240-265. 

Population Reference Bureau, 2014. 2014 World Population Data Sheet. With a special focus on 

changing age structures. Accessible at www.worldpopdata.org. 

Quigley, B.M. and Leonard, K.E., 2006. Alcohol expectancies and intoxicated 

aggression. Aggression and Violent Behavior, 11(5), pp.484-496. 

Rani, M., Bonu, S. and Diop-Sidibe, N., 2004. An empirical investigation of attitudes towards 

wife-beating among men and women in seven sub-Saharan African countries. African journal of 

reproductive health, pp.116-136. 

Schneider, L.T., 2019. Partners as possession: A qualitative exploration of intimate partner sexual 

violence in Freetown, Sierra Leone. Journal of Aggression, Maltreatment & Trauma, 28(2), 

pp.127-145. 

Shoola, T., 2014. The effect of the Sub-Saharan African gender divide on the rights and status of 

women in a globalized world. International ResearchScape Journal, 1(1), p.7. 

Straus, M.A., 2004. Prevalence of violence against dating partners by male and female university 

students worldwide. Violence against women, 10(7), pp.790-811. 

Straus, M.M.A., Gelles, R.J. and Steinmetz, S.K. eds., 1988. Behind closed doors: Violence in the 

American family. Transaction Publishers. 

Takyi, B.K. and Mann, J., 2006. Intimate partner violence in Ghana, Africa: The perspectives of 

men regarding wife beating. International Journal of Sociology of the Family, pp.61-78. 

The World Bank, 2021. World development indicators. Accessible at 

https://databank.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GNP.PCAP.CD/1ff4a498/Popular-Indicators. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-74808-1_10
http://www.worldpopdata.org/
https://databank.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GNP.PCAP.CD/1ff4a498/Popular-Indicators


52 
 

Tranchant, J.P. and Mueller, C., 2017. Gendered experience of interpersonal violence in urban and 

rural spaces: the case of Ghana. 

United Nations Development Programme, 2020. Human Development Report 2020. Human 

Development Report. Office of the United Nations Development Programme. pp. 343–346. 

Uthman, O.A., Moradi, T. and Lawoko, S., 2009. The independent contribution of individual-, 

neighbourhood-, and country-level socioeconomic position on attitudes towards intimate partner 

violence against women in sub-Saharan Africa: a multilevel model of direct and moderating 

effects. Social science & medicine, 68(10), pp.1801-1809. 

Uthman, O.A., Moradi, T. and Lawoko, S., 2011. Are individual and community acceptance and 

witnessing of intimate partner violence related to its occurrence? Multilevel structural equation 

model. PloS one, 6(12), p.e27738. 

Vyas, S. and Watts, C., 2009. How does economic empowerment affect women's risk of intimate 

partner violence in low and middle income countries? A systematic review of published 

evidence. Journal of International Development: The Journal of the Development Studies 

Association, 21(5), pp.577-602. 

Weitzman, A., 2014. Women's and men's relative status and intimate partner violence in 

India. Population and Development Review, 40(1), pp.55-75. 

World Health Organization, 2001. Putting women first: ethical and safety recommendations for 

research on domestic violence against women (No. WHO/FCH/GWH/01.1). World Health 

Organization. 

World Health Organization, 2014. Global status report on violence prevention 2014. World 

Health Organization. Retrieved from 

https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/145086/9787117243919-chi.pdf.  

World Health Organization, 2021. Violence against women. Key facts. 9 March 2021. Accessed 

at https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/violence-against-women. 

Yllo, K.A., 1993. Through a feminist lens: Gender, power, and violence. Current controversies on 

family violence, pp.47-62. 

https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/145086/9787117243919-chi.pdf
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/violence-against-women


53 
 

Yoshikawa, K., Shakya, T.M., Poudel, K.C. and Jimba, M., 2014. Acceptance of wife beating and 

its association with physical violence towards women in Nepal: a cross-sectional study using 

couple’s data. PloS one, 9(4), p.e95829. 

Zubretsky, T.M. and Digirolamo, K.M., 1996. The false connection between adult domestic 

violence and alcohol. Helping battered women: New perspectives and remedies, pp.222-228. 


